Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Addison, IL
Permit No. 98

CHICAGO BIBLE STUDENTS
P.O. BOX 661335
CHICAGO, IL 60666-1335

Terror, Anarchy

or Peace?
“...in that day... every man’s sword shall
be against his brother.” — Ezekiel 38:21

Terror, Anarchy

Peace?

“...in that day... every man’s sword shall be against his brother.” — Ezekiel 38:21

What is the Bible?
The Bible may be compared to a magnificent
edifice that took seventeen centuries to build:
• Its architect and builder is God
• Like this beautiful world, it bears everywhere
the impress of a Divine hand
• This majestic temple contains 66 chambers of
unequal size; 66 books of the Old and
New Testaments
• Each of the 31,173 verses is a stone, a panel of the
building which is a Temple more glorious by far
than that of Solomon or Zerubabbel
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Terror, Anarchy
After

Armageddon...
God’s Kingdom
The world seems to be
deteriorating. News Media fill
our minds almost daily with
catastrophic events happening
throughout the world. The world
is plagued with terrorist attacks,
natural disasters, poverty, virus outbreaks, and financial
uncertainties. People wonder if all this trouble indicates that
we are approaching the “Armageddon”.
Discover what God has in store for mankind. Find out
that His plan addresses all the catastrophes of our present
day. Read up on what God’s Kingdom will be like. Obtain
your own copy of this 26 page booklet.
To download a copy online or to order a copy
of this booklet visit us at
www.chicagobible.org/godskingdom
Other information, including a listing of webcast events,
literature and other Bible study materials, is available
on our website at: www.chicagobible.org

or

Peace?

No other life has meant more to
the entire world than

The L ife of C hrist
This faith-strengthening softcover
book covers the entire life of Jesus
Christ chronologically through
the four Gospel accounts. It has
a beautifully illustrated color
cover with black and white Doré
illustrations beginning each chapter.
To aid your study it includes a harmony of the four
Gospels with the accounts shown parallel. It also
includes a free CD of the entire book as a pdf file and
separate MS Word documents of each article.
To purchase a copy of the encouraging softcover book

The Life of Christ
go to our Online bookstore at

www.chicagobible.org/messiahoffer

The world is bracing for
another Middle East conflict
as Iraq and Syria unravel
at the hands of Islamic
extremists. The prophet
Ezekiel foretold of the
conflicts which would trouble
all nations in the end times:
“Every man’s sword against
his brother.” Ezkekiel 38:21
Iraq has ignited in turmoil
as large portions of northern
Iraq have fallen into the hands
of one of the most vicious radical Islamist groups to
date — so vicious that even al-Qaeda has disavowed
them as “too extreme.” This most recent Islamic group
is comprised of Sunni Islamist militants — the self
proclaimed Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, or ISIS. They
have become one of the most deadly and more rapidly
growing insurgent groups in the Middle East. And now,
as the U.S. trained Iraqi military lay down their weapons
and flee out of fear, such advanced weaponry in the hands
of unstable radical religious factions can only promise to
bring further misery to this war weary region.
The Cry of Jihad Striking Fear!
Truly, the cry of Jihad — holy war against all infidels
— is setting the world at high alert! Radical Islamic
fundamentalism is a relatively new and ominous foe,
creating chaos and fear. Why? First, there is no behavior
more irrational and brutal than that of religious fanaticism
fueled by hatred and religious bigotry. And, second,
terrorism is the primary implement of war used by these
religious fanatics. There are no “rules of engagement,” as
seen in previous wars.
This worldwide terrorism is one of the signs of the
end of the age. Speaking prophetically of this end time
phenomenon, Joel expressed it well: “let the weak say

I am strong.” (Joel 3:10)
Jesus also spoke of this time:
“For then there will be great
distress, unequaled from the
beginning of the world until
now — and never to be equaled
again,” and “...men will faint
from terror, apprehensive of
what is coming on the world...”
Matthew 24:3, 21, 22 NIV;
Luke 21:26 NIV
Many in the Western world
saw the “Arab Spring” as
an exciting shift in power
from arrogant dictators to a more democratic system
of government. However, in reality, it has become the
opportunity Jihadist radicals have been hoping for. Seeing a
weakened and somewhat disorganized society, they enter in
with unbridled force to take control. What will this mean for
the world? At a minimum, it causes great distress among the
nations, and at worst, it could precipitate another rigorous
military response, drawing many nations into battle against
a vicious and illusive foe which lacks any respect for life.
We have already seen what can happen when fear
takes hold of normally peace-loving nations. After the
9/11 attacks upon this country, certain freedoms were
abandoned for the sake of “keeping this country safe.”
Once a freedom is removed, it is very difficult to gain it
back, and soon innocent individuals, who have no intent
of malice, are jailed out of a paranoia caused by fear.
Certainly, the massive mining and technological piracy of
private communications and the very real possibility of such
intelligence being misused have angered foreign allies and
infuriated some in Congress.
End Time Anarchy Foretold
There is nothing more destructive to society than anarchy.
The prophetic description of anarchy, which is to be visited
upon mankind in the end time, is found in Ezekiel 38:21:
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“Every man’s sword against his brother.” While this sad
prophetic statement of final anarchy yet looms on the horizon,
brush-fires of revolution as seen in the “Arab Spring,” and
anarchy such as we see in these lawless radical movements
have been flaring up around the world and getting worse.
Even with international intervention, as was utilized
in Iraq, the fire often rekindles with a vengeance. Once
the people topple the powers that be, a worse fate often
rushes in to fill the void. As a worst case scenario, one need
only look at Somalia, a country which has not been under
the control of a single national
government for over twenty years.
Over 600,000 people have fled
the country, escaping impossible
conditions. Those who remain
must fend for themselves, often
resorting to piracy and other
crimes of desperation.
A Driving Force Behind
The Terror
What is it that drives these
radical factions to such brutality — inflicting as many
casualties as possible? Hatred, jealousy and religious
fanaticism. In addition there are spiritual forces of evil which
aim to destroy God’s people — the seed of promise — by
fanning these flames of hatred. Ephesians 6:12
Yes, Satan and his demon host are desperately seeking to
thwart the plan of God, for they know that His plan to bless
all the people of the earth will mean the final destruction of
evil spirits and all evil doers. (Malachi 4:1) And so, their
goal is to prevent the oath bound covenant promised to
Abraham from coming to pass: “I will multiply thy seed as
the stars of heaven [the true Church of God], and as the
sand which is upon the sea shore ...and in thy seed shall all
the nations of the earth be blessed...” Genesis 22:16-18;
Galatians 3:29
Thus, the unseen powers of darkness are throwing fuel
on the terrorist flame of hatred. Religious fanatics who
manipulate the truth and perpetrate evil upon their enemies
are playing into Satan’s hand—pawns in carrying out his
malevolent designs.
But, there is also an unseen battle going on in the
heavens to preserve the spiritual and earthly seed of
promise, thereby bringing about God’s plan for mankind.
He declares that those who trouble themselves with Israel
will themselves be troubled. (Zechariah 2:8-12; 14:3)
Just as God brought plagues upon Egypt, saying, “Let My
people go,” so He will bring plagues upon the modern
pharaohs of this world—now under the influence of Satan—

until Israel is freed from the bondage of terror. God’s Word
is sure—He will prevail in this battle against evil.
The Time of Peace
As the world around us disintegrates with terrorism,
warfare, genocide, and natural disasters the desire for world
wide peace, joy, happiness, and stability increases. Jesus
centered his life on this theme of a coming kingdom of
peace. He taught about it, illustrated it in his parables, and
demonstrated its power by many miracles, healings and even
raising the dead to life. Unlike the
terrorists who destroy if you are not
one of them, Christ’s Kingdom is
for all people of the earth, including
those who have already died. “Do
not marvel at this; for the hour is
coming when all who are in the
tombs will hear his voice and come
forth, those who have done good,
to the resurrection of life, and
those who have done evil, to the
resurrection of judgment” (John
5:28-29 RSV). God’s plan is for all men to “hear the voice of
the Son of Man and come forth” from the graves; and then to
be instructed in “the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:3-6)
His kingdom is about salvation – not death. It has two parts.
First, raise all men from the grave. Second, instruct them in the
rules of God so that they might keep them and maintain the life
they have been given. That is His plan — that is the promise of
His word in the Bible which is to be fulfilled by Christ Jesus!
The Gathering of Nations
Though world governments may quench the firestorms
for a time, these struggles between the oppressors and the
oppressed, will, as the Scriptures warn, eventually spread
to anarchy worldwide. “Therefore wait ye upon me, saith
the LORD, until the day that I rise up to the prey: for my
determination is to gather the nations, that I may assemble
the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation, even all
my fierce anger: for all the earth shall be devoured with the
fire of my jealousy...” Zephaniah 3:8
Throughout history, there have been pockets of conflict,
revolution and anarchy among men ever since Cain’s hand
was against his brother Abel. So why have the past one
hundred years been any more remarkable to indicate that we
are now at the time period of Zephaniah’s prophecy? It is the
gathering of nations that makes this prophetic statement quite
unique to our time.
The world is interconnected — gathered — as never
before in history. Today, what happens on a street in Syria

can be flashed in seconds around the world via cell phones
to millions of outraged on-lookers. A global marketplace
is further contributing to the instability of the social and
financial fabric of nations large and small. The world’s
economies are now lined up like so many tottering dominos
— any one could bring the others down.
The Apostle Peter states that the “heavens shall be dissolved,
and the elements shall melt...” (2 Peter 3:7-13) These “heavens”
and “elements” are not people—they
are the oppressive systems that the
selfish and power-hungry created.
After these corrupting elements —
political, financial, social and religious
systems — are removed, mankind will
see clearly the valuable lessons of the
consequences of sin and selfishness.
God Only Wounds to Heal
Yes, God will “gather the nations”
to pour out the “fire of His wrath.”
And while all that sounds painful —
there is hope beyond the trouble. As a surgeon who must
remove a cancerous tumor, God only wounds to heal. Out of
the midst of the turmoil surrounding the globe at this time,
God has a plan which will bring healing!
Continuing in Zephaniah’s prophecy, after the fire of that
day, God will then “turn to the people a pure language, that
they may all call upon the name of the LORD, to serve him
with one consent.” (verse 9) The “pure language” is truth.
Once the chastening hand of justice quenches the fires of
anarchy, God turns this “pure language” to the people —
which indicates they did not have it before. “The people”
referred to will be the untold billions of mankind who have
never heard the “pure language.” And, because of the troubles
they have experienced, they will now be ready to listen to
God’s pure truth — untainted by the erroneous and evil
doctrines of men. Mankind will learn to serve God with “one
consent.” The New American Standard puts it “shoulder to
shoulder.” Instead of brother fighting against brother mankind
will learn to cooperate in building a peaceful society.
They Shall “ALL Call Upon The Name of the Lord”
The purpose of this apocalyptic fire at the return of Jesus is
not to save a mere few and destroy the remainder along with
the earth. The Scriptures say that the heavens retain Jesus
“until the times of restitution”—the restoration of mankind
to their Edenic-like home upon the earth. “… He [God] shall
send Jesus Christ... whom the heaven must receive until the
times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by
the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began.”

(Acts 3:20-22) This restitution of all things will include all
that Adam — and all of his children — lost: perfect life and
home upon a perfect earth. “For the Son of man is come to
save that which was lost.” Matthew 18:11
Yes, the purpose of Jesus’ return, therefore, is to restore
the earth in times of refreshing as is stated in Acts 3:19.
This will be a time for refreshment and healing after more
than 6,000 years of trouble. As Revelation describes these
“times,” the “water of life” will
proceed “out of the throne of God and
the Lamb,” and the symbolic “leaves”
will be for “the healing of the
nations.” (Revelation 22:1-2) Then,
“They shall not hurt nor destroy in all
my holy mountain: for the earth shall
be full of the knowledge of the LORD,
as the waters cover the sea.” (Isaiah
11:9) This “knowledge” is the “pure
language” of Zephaniah’s prophecy.
Instead of the fire of anarchy—with
every man’s hand being against his
neighbor — earth’s billions will serve God “shoulder to
shoulder,” hand in hand, heart to heart.
Why The Long Delay?
Jesus died nearly 2000 years ago and yet there is no world
wide peace, we see no kingdom of God. Instead of improving,
the conditions of the world have deteriorated. The Bible
outlines four reasons for the delay. 1) To fully populate the
earth; 2) To let man have a thorough experience with sin and
its consequences; 3) To develop a class of faithful Christians
who as the body of Christ will assist in uplifting the human
race to life, perfection, and happiness; and 4) For mankind to
learn the exceeding wickedness of sin.
When Will That Kingdom Come?
That kingdom is near! Jesus, in a sermon based on a
prophecy in the book of Daniel (ch 12), identified changes
that would take place in world conditions introducing that
kingdom (Matthew 24). Four of those are: (1) A time of
trouble threatening to destroy all flesh; (2) A knowledge and
transportation revolution; (3) A restoration of Israel: and; (4)
The preaching of the Gospel. We are on the brink of great
change inaugurated by that kingdom. A kingdom which
promises peace (Isaiah 2:4); health (Isaiah 33:24); happiness
(Revelation 21:4); life (Luke 20:36); righteous judgment
(Acts 17:31); and security (Micah 4:4).
What assurance can we have in this world wide
kingdom? “For the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath
spoken it.” (Micah 4:4)

