
Turn to 
Ashes



The simple, straightforward procedure 
is to build an altar, put wood on it, light 
the fire, slay an animal, place it on the 

altar to be consumed.

Throughout the Hebrew Scriptures, we 
find the concept of sacrificing animals 
an integral part of worshipping God.



The worshipper thus demonstrates his 
desire to gain God’s approval by 

offering to God an animal sacrifice that 
costs him something.  That sacrifice is 
consumed and lifted up to God leaving 

only ashes behind. 



The scriptures call this a 
Burnt Offering.

What does a “burnt offering” 
represent?



Genesis 8:20, 21 – “And Noah 
builded an altar unto Jehovah, and 

took of every clean beast, and of 
every clean bird, and offered 

burnt-offerings on the altar. And 
Jehovah smelled the sweet savor;”



Thus a burnt offering represent how 
God accepts the sacrifice.



 “The burning of the offering on the altar 
shows how God accepts the sacrifice, as "a 

sweet smelling savor."” – T45
 

“…its being burnt on the altar shows how 
God accepts this "as a sweet smelling 

savor" or perfume.” – R73 



A Connection of Interest

Leviticus 1:10



A Connection of Interest

Leviticus 1:10

English Equivalent – “holocaust”



 While there are many examples in 
Scripture of various burnt offering, we 

would like to focus on the occasions 
where God himself takes the sacrifice by 
fire.  These indicate something special!

 How many can you think of?



 God Consumes the Sacrifice!

 Example #1 - Elijah at Mount Carmel

 1 Kings 18:38 – “Then the fire of 
Jehovah fell, and consumed the 

burnt-offering, and the wood, and the 
stones, and the dust, and licked up 
the water that was in the trench. ”



Jehovah 
Manifests His 
Acceptance of 

Elijah’s Sacrifice!



This event not only demonstrated 
God’s acceptance of the worship 

and offering of Elijah, but it 
showed the power and Godship of 

Jehovah!



Differences in the Rituals:

1. Baal – Dancings, Cuttings, Cryings – 
    A lot of Drama!
   Preparation: Dry wood, Carefully   
   piled – Did everything to make it burn!

2. Jehovah – Simple prayer!
   Preparation: Soak the wood!  Three 
   Times!!





A Few More Gems:

The Time of Elijah’s Offering was 
about 3:00 pm in the afternoon the 
time of the evening sacrifice under 
the law. (1 Kings 18:29)

This also was the time of Jesus’ 
death on the cross!



A Few More Gems:
The trench that was made for the 
water could contain about two 
measures of seed. (1 Kings 18:32)

Water is a symbol of truth.  The 
two measures of seed might be 
seen as depicting the seed of 
Abraham as the stars and sand - 
The two salvations which come 
from Jesus’ death on the cross!



 God Consumes the Sacrifice!

 Example #2 – At the Conscration of the 
the Aaronic Priesthood

 Leviticus 9:24 - “And there came forth 
fire from before Jehovah, and consumed 
upon the altar the burnt-offering and the 
fat: and when all the people saw it, they 

shouted, and fell on their faces.”





 When you read the ninth chapter of 
Leviticus you see many sacrifices made 
that day, a bullock, a goat, an ox and a 
ram .  But Jehovah consumes only the 

burnt offering.

 WHY?



 Leviticus 9 is a record of the 
CONSECRATION OF THE 

PRIESTHOOD,
not just the priests.

 So in this finale of the whole service we see 
God’s miraculous acceptance of that 

priesthood.  And God manifests that the 
offerings of this priesthood from henceforth 

are accepted by Jehovah.



Furthermore, All the People SAW it!  It 
was intended as an unambiguous public 

demonstration.

 What will be the unambiguous 
demonstration of Jehovah’s 

acceptance of the priesthood of 
Christ and the church?



We have a clue from the Day of 
Atonement activities.

 What was the first offering after 
the Atonement Day Ritual?



Numbers 29:7-11 - “And ye shall have on 
the tenth day of this seventh month an 

holy convocation; and ye shall afflict your 
souls: ye shall not do any work therein: 
But ye shall offer a burnt offering unto 

the LORD for a sweet savour; one young 
bullock, one ram, and seven lambs of the 
first year; they shall be unto you without 

blemish:”



What does a bullock represent?

A Perfect Human Being!

In this context it cannot represent Jesus 
or the church.  The Atonement Day 

sacrifices happened earlier this day.  This 
is a burnt offering FOLLOWING 
AFTER the Atonement Day ritual.



So what happens next after Christ and 
the church complete their antitypical 

Atonement Day sacrifices?
The New Covenant is Inaugurated!

And then what happens?

The Ancient Worthies are Raised to Life!



The Ancient Worthies are Raised to Life!

Since the Ancient Worthies are 
resurrected as Perfect Humans, they can 

be represented by this “bullock.”

What an astonishing miracle this will be 
to the world!  All the people will see by 

their presence that God has accepted the 
Priesthood of the Glorified Christ.



 God Consumes the Sacrifice!

 Example #3 – King David

 1 Chronicles 21:26 - “And David built there an 
altar unto Jehovah, and offered burnt-offerings 
and peace-offerings, and called upon Jehovah; 
and he answered him from heaven by fire upon 

the altar of burnt-offering.”



Background

- David had tried to bring the Ark of the 
Covenant to Jerusalem, but Uzza was slain 
by Jehovah for touching the Ark – 1 
Chronicles 13

- David had success the second time and 
brought the Ark into Jerusalme with much 
rejoicing. – 1 Chronicles 15 & 16



Background
- David was influenced by Satan and 

numbered the people – Was this a sin of 
pride? - 1 Chronicles 21

- Result was that God brought a plague upon 
the people because of David’s sin and 70,000 
died.

- God stopped the judgmental angel at the 
threshing floor of Ornan.  And David was 
told by the Lord to set up altar there.



“And Ornan turned back, and saw 
the angel; and his four sons that were 
with him hid themselves. Now Ornan 
was threshing wheat. And as David 
came to Ornan, Ornan looked and 
saw David, and went out of the 
threshing-floor, and bowed himself to 
David with his face to the ground. 
Then David said to Ornan, Give me 
the place of this threshing-floor, that I 
may build thereon an altar unto 
Jehovah: for the full price shalt thou 
give it me, that the plague may be 
stayed from the people.” – 1 Chron. 
21:20-22



Location of the 
Threshing Floor of 

Ornan



“And Ornan said unto David, Take 
it to thee, and let my lord the king 
do that which is good in his eyes: lo, 
I give thee the oxen for 
burnt-offerings, and the threshing 
instruments for wood, and the wheat 
for the meal-offering; I give it all. 
And king David said to Ornan, Nay; 
but I will verily buy it for the full 
price: for I will not take that which 
is thine for Jehovah, nor offer a 
burnt-offering without cost. So 
David gave to Ornan for the place 
six hundred shekels of gold by 
weight.– 1 Chron. 21:23-25



“And David built 
there an altar unto 

Jehovah, and 
offered 

burnt-offerings 
and 

peace-offerings, 
and called upon 
Jehovah; and he 

answered him 
from heaven by 

fire upon the altar 
of burnt-offering.” 

– verse 26



Jehovah manifest his acceptance of this 
offering for two reasons:

1. Jehovah accepted David’s repentance.
2. Jehovah accepted this place as a place of 

acceptable sacrifice!

This second reason had 
profound significance!



Of all of the places ON EARTH, this 
location is special.

1. This is the location where Abraham 
offered Isaac!  (Genesis 22)

2. This is the location where Solomon’s
    Temple would be built. (1 Chronicles 23)

3. This is the location where Jesus was  
    crucified!



Of all of the places ON EARTH, this 
location is special.

So we can understand why 
Jehovah chose to accept and 

consume this burnt offering with 
his own fire!



Application Note

David would not accept Ornan’s offer to 
give it to him.  He said he would note offer 
to God what does not cost him anything.

Lesson for us:  We are not to offer to the 
Lord that which costs us nothing!



 God Consumes the Sacrifice!

 Example #4 – King Solomon

 2 Chronicles 7:1 - “Now when Solomon had 
made an end of praying, the fire came down 

from heaven, and consumed the burnt-offering 
and the sacrifices; and the glory of Jehovah 

filled the house.”







This is at the Dedication of Solmon’s Temple.

 Very Simply: The Temple 
was accepted by Jehovah as 

an acceptable place of 
worship!



“…the Church will be the great Temple through which all 
the world of mankind may have access to God and return 
to harmony with Him.  Thus, eventually, this glorified 
Church, or Temple, will be the House of Prayer for all 
people, all nations—not that they will pray to a house, 
but that they will approach God through the glorified 
Church, in which His Presence will be manifested and 
His mercy will be available to all. From this viewpoint, 
the Temple with its Shekinah glory represented the 
Church in the glory of the future, in association with 
Christ; and God will dwell in and operate through that 
glorious Church for the blessing of the world…” – R5713



A Note about Consecration:  
The number of sacrificial animals was 
around 142,000!!!  So many that they 

couldn’t fit them on the altar.  So Solomon 
sanctified the Court and offered many of the 

sacrifices there.  

This suggests to our mind that God will 
accept sacrifices in the Court as well as the 
Altar.  As the Pastor wrote, it is always an 

acceptable time to consecrate!!!



 God Consumes the Sacrifice!

 Example #5 – Gideon

 Judges 6:21 - “Then the angel of Jehovah put 
forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, 

and touched the flesh and the unleavened 
cakes; and there went up fire out of the rock, 
and consumed the flesh and the unleavened 

cakes; and the angel of Jehovah departed out 
of his sight.”



Background
- Israel was under the 

severe domination of the 
Midianites.

- They took everything 
and were a great trial on 
the people. (Judges 6)

- The people cried out to Jehovah for 
deliverance. (Judges 6:6).  So Jehovah 
chose Gideon to be the Deliverer.



Judges 6:11 – “And 
the angel of Jehovah 
came, and sat under 
the oak which was in 
Ophrah, that 
pertained unto 
Joash the Abiezrite: 
and his son Gideon 
was beating out 
wheat in the 
winepress, to hide it 
from the 
Midianites.”



 Judges 6:17, 18  - “And he said unto him, If now I 
have found favor in thy sight, then show me a sign 

that it is thou that talkest with me. Depart not 
hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and 

bring forth my present, and lay it before thee. And 
he said, I will tarry until thou come again.”

- Gideon acknowledges he has been called, but 
wants to be sure and asks for a sign.

- But he also wants to bring a “present” or a ‘gift.’  
Several translations call this an “offering.”



 Judges 6:19  - “And Gideon went in, and made 
ready a kid, and unleavened cakes of an ephah of 
meal: the flesh he put in a basket, and he put the 
broth in a pot, and brought it out unto him under 

the oak, and presented it.”

- Sounds like a pretty nice meal!



 Judges 6:20  - “And the angel of God said unto 
him, Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and 
lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth. 

And he did so.”

 Judges 6:21  - “Then the angel of Jehovah put 
forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and 
touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and 
there went up fire out of the rock, and consumed 
the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and the angel 

of Jehovah departed out of his sight.”



 This consumption of the offering shows that 
Jehovah fully accepted it and it further shows that 
Gideon was now fully authorized as God’s agent 

to deliver Israel from the Midianites. 

 Judges 6:21  - “Then the angel of Jehovah put 
forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and 
touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and 
there went up fire out of the rock, and consumed 
the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and the angel 

of Jehovah departed out of his sight.”



 God Consumes the Sacrifice!

 Example #6 – Abel

Our next example is a little bit conjecture.  But 
assuming our surmise is right, we see the same 
elements of God’s accept that we have seen in 

other examples.



 God Consumes the Sacrifice!

 Example #6 – Abel
 Genesis 4:3-5 - “And in process of 

time it came to pass, that Cain 
brought of the fruit of the ground 

an offering unto Jehovah. And 
Abel, he also brought of the 

firstlings of his flock and of the fat 
thereof. And Jehovah had respect 
unto Abel and to his offering: but 
unto Cain and to his offering he 

had not respect. And Cain was very 
wroth, and his countenance fell.”



How did Jehovah have “respect” for Abel’s 
Offering?

 It is reasonable to believe that Jehovah showed his 
acceptance of Abel’s offering in some visible way.  
How else could Abel have known?  The suggestion 

of divine fire is not an unreasonable one.  And 
considering that we have already seen in the 

previous examples that Jehovah has demonstrated 
his acceptance of offerings by a supernatural fire, 

such an explanation here is consistent.



So the case of Abel 
has provided a 

sixth example of 
how Jehovah 

demonstrates his 
acceptance of 

offerings.



 God Consumes the Sacrifice!

 Example #7 – You and Me!

 We have seen several examples of how Jehovah God manifests his 
acceptance of sacrifices by sending supernatural fire to consume the 

sacrifice.  He did so in extraordinary times and in each case there was 
a special lesson to be learned.

 All of us are in the process of offering to Jehovah our consecrated 
lives.  We did this initially at our consecration and continue the 
offering in our daily lives.  How do we know that Jehovah has 

accepted our offering?



Psalm 20:3 – “Remember all thy offerings,
And accept thy burnt-sacrifice; Seleh”

 Remember the principle we have been demonstrating.  
Jehovah accepts offering by consuming them with 

divine fire.  It is not much different for us!

 This is, of course, our prayer.  We want to have our 
offering accepted.  But this text has another rendering 

which is very enlightening!



Psalm 20:3 – “He doth remember all thy presents, 
And thy burnt-offering doth reduce to ashes. Selah.” – 

Young Literal Translation 

“And accept - Margin, turn to ashes, or make fat. The Hebrew word 
 dâshên - means properly to make fat, or marrowy, Proverbs , דׁשן -
15:30; to pronounce or regard as fat; to be fat or satiated, or 
abundantly satisfied, Proverbs 13:4. It conveys also the notion of 
reducing to ashes; perhaps from the fact that the victim which had 
been fattened for sacrifice was reduced to ashes; or, as Gesenius 
supposes (Lexicon, see דׁשן deshen), because "ashes were used by the 
ancients for fattening, that is, manuring the soil." The prayer here 
seems to be that God would "pronounce the burnt-offering fat;" that 
is, that he would regard it favorably, or would accept it.” – Barnes 
Notes on Psalm 20:3

https://bibleapps.com/proverbs/15-30.htm
https://bibleapps.com/proverbs/15-30.htm
https://bibleapps.com/proverbs/13-4.htm


Psalm 20:3 – “He doth remember all thy presents, 
And thy burnt-offering doth reduce to ashes. Selah.” – 

Young Literal Translation 

So Jehovah will manifest his acceptance of 
offering by ‘turning it to ashes.’

God shows his acceptance of us by using us!!!!  He 
turns our sacrifices into ashes, lifting up the 
sacrifice!!   In order to be turned into ashes 

requires constant contact with the fire!   We can’t 
back off because its hot!   Of Jesus it was said: 
“The zeal of thine house has consumed me.”  



Psalm 20:3 – “He doth remember all thy presents, 
And thy burnt-offering doth reduce to ashes. Selah.” – 

Young Literal Translation 

Is Jehovah using you?
If you are laying down your lives daily in the 

service of Jehovah, the truth and the brethren  
and are being a blessing in so doing, then God 

is using you.  He is turning your offering to 
ashes and this shows his acceptance of your 

offering.



Psalm 20:3 – “He doth remember all thy presents, 
And thy burnt-offering doth reduce to ashes. Selah.” – 

Young Literal Translation 

So the seventh fire from heaven is the 
acceptance of your own consecration.  As 

Jehovah uses you in his service, he is accepting 
you and he is consuming you.  We must have a 
burning desire to give to Jehovah what we have 

promised him.



Psalm 20:3 – “He doth remember all thy presents, 
And thy burnt-offering doth reduce to ashes. Selah.” – 

Young Literal Translation 

“Daily seek to renew your consecration and 
daily seek to fulfil it! – Brother John Edgar



Dear Brethren,
May we labor without ceasing in the service of 

Jehovah through Jesus Christ.  Making an 
offering of our small service in the hope that 

Jehovah will accept it and turn it to ashes.  And 
out of those ashes may we hope for the 

beautiful crown of glory, the final acceptance of 
our offering and the proclamation from God – 

“Well done, my good and faithful servant!



Conclusion
“The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the 

LORD has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the 
prisoners, to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and 

the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who 
mourn, and provide for those who grieve in Zion— to 
bestow on them, the oil of joy instead of mourning a 

crown of beauty instead of ashes, and a garment of praise 
instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of 
righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of 

his splendor.– Isaiah 60:1-3




