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Appendix 143 in the Companion Bible has a list of the six times Jesus used the phrase, “Have ye
not read.” Jesus said this in response to something he felt the Pharisees should have known
from reading the Scriptures. We will examine these occurrences to see what Jesus expected
them to understand.

1. Matthew 12:1-4 — What circumstances prompted Jesus to respond to the Pharisees?
Read the passage in 1 Samuel 21:1-6 that Jesus was referring to and explain what was
happening. What should the Pharisees have known from this passage? (R. 3315,6)

2. Matthew 12:5 —This is a second occurrence of the statement, “Have ye not read,” that
was part of the previous discussion. Read the passage in Numbers 28:9 10 to which
Jesus was referring. How did the priests profane the Sabbath and yet were blameless?
How does this relate to the disciples eating corn on the Sabbath?

3. Matthew 19:2-9 — How were the Pharisees trying to “tempt” Jesus and why did they
bring Moses into the discussion? What lesson is there in Jesus’ answer? (Genesis 1:27,
2:24)

4. Matthew 21:12-16 — Why were the Pharisees so disturbed by the children crying out
“Hosanna to the son of David?” How should they have reacted? (Psalm 8:2)

5. Matthew 21:42 — Discuss the context that led up to Jesus reference to Psalm 118:22.
To whom is the psalmist referring? What chief cornerstone is being referred to?

6. Matthew 22:23-33 — How does Jesus use Exodus 3:6 to refute the argument of the
Pharisees?

What should the question, “Have ye not read” mean to us?



