Selective Study Dec 11, 2016
Pride and Humility

Leader: Br. Kris Knapczynski

The Comparative Results of Pride and Humility — A discourse by br. Benjamin Barton.
Read in Pilgrim’s Echoes p. 199-212 or online at: cqradio.tk/humility (Selected highlights below)

Scriptures quoted: Jas. 4:5,6; Philip. 2:8, 1 Pet. 5:6, Luke 14:11, Isa. 2:11,12; Prov. 16:18; Psalm 69:30-

32; Prov. 29:23; Isa. 57:15; Mal. 3:15

Question 1. How do we recognize a trial that has to do with pride and humility?

Question 2. Share a lesson about pride or humility from this discourse or from your Christian walk?

Question 3. Are our present times more challenging in the area of pride and humility, and if so, why?

Selected highlights from the Discourse

“I am going to play the part of a policeman and serve a
warrant on you this afternoon. The thing I consider so
much worse [than criminal offences] is PRIDE.”

“[Pride is] constantly one of the hardest subjects to talk
about, one reason being, the very people who need it are the
last people ready to accept or believe it.”

“[A sister for whom the discourse admonition about pride
really was] said, O, Brother Barton, I am so glad you took up
that subject today, because there are some people in this room
that just needed that. She applied it to everybody but
herself.”

“A great many things pass for humility that are not.
Furthermore, a great many things are considered evidences of
pride which are not”

“We can even be proud of our humility. No matter what the
form of pride, we want to get away from it, realizing that God
sets a high value upon a humble heart.”

“Still another thought, not only is it necessary for you and me
to recognize something of the value of humility and the
danger of pride, but furthermore, that we will have a love for
humility, which will lead us to make great efforts to gain it”

“The first results of pride and humility are that pride will
cheat us out of so many blessings, but humility will lead us
into so many blessings.”

“If we have the spirit of humility, things that might be an
awful curse to others will have in them the elements of a
great blessing to us. On the contrary, if we have the spirit of
pride, things that might be a great blessing to others will be
an awful curse to us.”

“If you have come to this convention with a heart full of
humility, you are going to carry away a blessing. On the
other hand, we realize many respects in which pride will rob
us of blessings. At this convention some brother might give
in his testimony some helpful thoughts, but if your heart is
filled with pride you will not get any blessings, because such
a heart would think how much better you could have said it if
you had been up there. You will criticize the poor language,
or this or that thing, and you will have lost the blessing. The
brother, on the other hand, that has the spirit of humility, can
overlook such things and he will get a blessing therefrom.
This is in harmony in the text, "God resisteth the proud, but
giveth grace to the humble."”

“Those good friends at Memphis had made arrangements
for a great crowd; they had a good big place to
accommodate a large crowd, yet I do not remember one word
of apology because there were not more present. Not one
word of complaint because there was not more of a showing
made. No one seemed to feel that the friends had not seen fit
to come there, but they all seemed so determined to get such
a blessing that they did not seem to remember that there was
not a great crowd there. If pride had been there, we would
have seen a sad look upon the faces of the members of that



class, and would have heard in their testimonies some
apologies for not having a bigger crowd.”

“If your child picked up a dangerous reptile, you would not
permit him to harbor it, but make him drop it quickly, and
you would not be very gentle. The question is, that it must
drop it, whether you are gentle or not. That is the way with
the Heavenly Father; he realizes there is no experience we
could have that would be so bad for us as that of pride. If
we have it in our hearts, God will cause us to drop it, and he
will use his rod to do it.”

“[A brother related an experience and] said, All the influence
I have gained from the efforts of all these years has been
overturned in just a few moments. He saw that pride was
behind it and the Lord had used that way to humble him.”

“There is nothing more calculated to lead us toward Second
Death than pride. Nothing more calculated to lead us away
from Second Death than humility. I do not believe that a
single soul will be lost except pride be at the bottom of it
all.”

“Now then, dear friends, it will be so with us. If, for instance,
you have a poor room here in Tampa, compared with what
you think you ought to have, if you have pride you are going
to be miserable, but if you were filled with humility, you will
rejoice that such an one has a better room.

If treated unkindly, the one with the spirit of humility will be
glad with the thought that if it had been someone else
perhaps they might not have been able to stand it, but God
has granted me the grace of humility that is not affected by
anything of that kind-that is what humility would say.”

“If such an experience should happen to you and you should
be humiliated, don't get angry, but on the other hand say, 1
am glad, old flesh, that you got that whack, and I hope
you will get another.”

“I would now call your attention to 2 Tim. Ch 3. The Apostle
is speaking of the last days. Now it might seem that these
various terms were just mentioned in a careless, off-hand
manner, but if you notice carefully, there is an orderly
arrangement, each one leading up to the next one, etc.
Selfishness leads up to pride. Pride leads to blasphemy, to
put something in God's mouth that he has not said.”

“Pride makes us look so much more at the visible, rather
than at the invisible results. Pride leads a person to be
discouraged, because it says, I cannot bring anybody into the
truth by my efforts. Humility would say, I am not looking for
visible results, I am going to be patient.”

“Pride does not want to distribute tracts, but says that it wants
the kind of opportunities that will make us shine, or attract
attention to themselves. On the contrary, humility says, let
us be in the humble attitude that will say, my labor is not
in vain in the Lord, whether I see results or not. [ am
going to keep on serving him anyway, knowing that he will
overrule my efforts. I am serving him because I love him, not
because I will win a measure of worldly influence.”

“We ought to be careful regarding the Pilgrim brethren. We
ought to act in such a way as not to injure them. We ought to
say, I am glad the Lord consented to use you in this way.
After one meeting, Brother Bohnet said, I am real glad the
Lord sent such a grand discourse through such an old scrub as
you are. Let us put it that way rather than too strong the
other way.”

“The man who has pride in his heart is not free. He is in
bondage of the worst kind. On the other hand, the man who
has the spirit of humility in his heart has the best kind of
freedom. The man that is proud is not free. If called upon to
pray he is not free to think of things that would be best to say,
not free to utter his heart's feelings. He would say, I wonder
what | had better say, that would sound good, that would
sound better than Brother So-and-so said in his prayer before
the meeting began. Pride makes one think too much about
the congregation and to little about the Lord. That brother
is not free to help God's people and free to talk about the best
things, discuss the things that will build up and strengthen the
people of God. What a horrible bondage he is in.”

“There is another respect in which pride stirs up trouble. It
leads us to think we are not getting our share, that we are
being crowded into the background, that we ought to have
been elected an elder at the last election, we ought to be
called upon more often for prayer, etc. The result is that it
stirs up a root of bitterness, which is bound to find its way
out in some way.”

“I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a
contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble,
and to revive the heart of the contrite ones."

Pride leads to so much sorrow and discontent. On the
other hand, humility is conducive of so much joy. I know that
I love you so much that if I should see evidences of pride, I
cannot feel very happy, for I realize the danger you are in. On
the other hand, if you detect it in me, it will fill your heart
with sorrow. I know I love you too much, and you love me
too much, to grieve each other's hearts. Follow in the humble
course that will cause joy in the hearts of our brothers, as we
seek to copy the humility of our Master.”

“Pride will bring us more and more into harmony with the
spirit of the world, but on the other hand, there is nothing
that will take us out of the world more quickly than
humility.”

“Referring to our opening text [Jas. 4:5,6], do you think the
Scriptures say this in vain? Don't you think pride must be
an awful thing, when the Bible says so much against it,
and don't you think humility must be a glorious thing,
when it says so much about it and encourages us to strive
for it?”



