
Mothering 
  Selective Study – May 10, 2020 @ 9:00 AM – Br. Brett Blackwell 

	
This	Mother’s	Day	Selective	Study	explores	the	topic	of	mothering	and	how	it	relates	to	the	role	of	
the	saints	in	the	coming	kingdom.		
	
References:		
1	Sam.	1:28;	Luke	1:46-55;	Gen.	26:40;	Rev.	3:12	&	21:2,9-27;	2	Sam.	20:19;	Isa.	2:2,3;	Gal.	4:26	
Selected	excerpts	on	following	pages	(attached),	and	R.	3570,	R.1386	(not	attached)	
	
Questions	for	Discussion:		

1. Explain	“mothering,”	using	practical	or	natural	examples.	
	
	
	
	
	

2. What	is	good	mothering?	How	necessary	is	good	mothering	to	the	well-being	of	a	child?	
	
	
	
	
	

3. Who	are	the	best	scriptural	examples	of	mothers,	and	how	do	they	show	good	mothering?	
(Bring	scriptures.)	

	
	
	
	
	

4. Does	the	Bride	of	Christ	have	a	mothering	role	in	the	kingdom?	How	does	this	relate	to	the	
New	Jerusalem?	

	
	
	
	
	

5. What	experiences	of	the	Church	(in	the	flesh)	could	be	applicable	to	kingdom	
responsibilities? 

 
 
 
 
 

6. How	do	we	explain	Galatians	4:26,	if	we	are	to	become	part	of	the	New	Jerusalem?	(Rev.	
3:12	and	21:2) 
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R.	1882	–	Excerpt	from	“THE	CHILD	SAMUEL.”	
	
IT	HAS	been	truly	said	that	the	education	of	a	child	
should	begin	a	hundred	years	before	it	is	born.	
Wholesome	parental	influences	are	potent	
agencies	in	the	formation	of	character.	Samuel	
was	the	son	of	godly	parents,	a	child	desired	and	
requested	of	the	Lord,	the	request	being	
accompanied	with	a	solemn	covenant	that,	should	
it	be	granted,	he	should	from	earliest	infancy	be	
dedicated	to	the	Lord.	Thus	he	came	into	the	
world	richly	endowed	with	an	inheritance	which	
only	godly	parents	can	bestow,--with	a	mind	
tending	toward	God	and	righteousness.	
	
As	soon	as	it	was	possible	to	do	so,	Hannah	took	
her	son	to	the	temple	and	there	left	him	to	be	
trained	and	used	in	the	Lord's	service	under	the	
care	of	the	high-priest	Eli,	who	was	a	devoted	
servant	of	the	Lord.	That	Samuel	was	prompt,	
obedient,	teachable	and	easily	led	in	the	right	way,	
because	his	heart	was	right	and	well-disposed,	is	
manifest	from	his	readiness	to	obey	the	supposed	
calls	of	Eli.	
	
Eli's	mild	disposition	and	gentle	manners	and	his	
righteous	life	and	teaching	were	all	that	were	
necessary	in	the	way	of	human	training	and	
restraint	to	keep	this	well-disposed	child	in	the	
way	of	righteousness	from	infancy	up	to	manly	
vigor.	Under	his	influence	the	child	grew	and	
waxed	strong	in	a	noble	and	righteous	character,	
and	was	active	and	diligent	in	the	service	of	the	
Lord.	But	it	was	not	so	with	Eli's	own	family.	His	
own	sons	were	wayward,	disobedient,	unthankful,	
unholy	and	profligate.	Eli	sought	to	correct	their	
waywardness	by	the	same	mild	measures	that	
were	natural	to	him,	but	when	these	measures	
failed	he	did	not	further	restrain	them	by	the	
severer	measures	so	necessary	in	their	case;	and	
so	they	continued	to	bring	disgrace	upon	their	
father	and	upon	the	cause	of	God	which	he	as	high	
priest	represented.	
……	
	
One	lesson	to	be	drawn	is	respecting	God's	view	of	
parental	responsibility	in	training	up	children	in	
the	knowledge	and	reverence	of	the	Lord.	We	here	
emphasize	the	fact	that	duty	always	begins	at	
home,	however	far	it	may	reach	beyond	it.	It	is	the	
mistake	of	some,	to	be	less	zealous	in	preaching	
and	exemplifying	the	gospel	in	their	own	families,	
than	among	those	outside	of	them.	Charity	(love,	
care,	benevolence)	should	begin	at	home,	and	

should	continue	there.	That	field,	more	than	any	
other,	should	be	prayerfully	and	patiently	worked,	
even	though	it	be	slower	than	others	to	yield	fruit.	
	
	
R.	5615	–	Excerpt	from	“THE	VOICE	OF	THE	
LORD”	
	
It	is	difficult	to	imagine	the	value	to	a	child	of	
being	well-born--born	of	healthy	parents,	and	
particularly	of	intelligent	and	God-fearing	parents.	
Few	realize	the	dignity	and	responsibility	of	the	
parental	office.	Many	are	aware	of	the	fact	that	
vitality	and	constitution	proceed	from	father	to	
child--whether	this	be	slight	vitality	or	strong	
vitality,	weak	constitution	or	strong	constitution.	
The	mother	indeed	has	to	do	with	this	also,	since	
the	portion	assigned	to	her	by	nature	is	that	of	
nourisher,	provider,	for	the	child,	up	to	the	time	of	
its	weaning.	
	
But	the	still	more	important	part	of	the	mother's	
responsibility	toward	the	child	few	parents	
realize.	The	mother's	mentality	during	the	period	
of	gestation	stamps	itself	upon	her	unborn	child.	
Her	fretfulness	or	vacillation	or	discontent,	or	her	
peace,	her	joy,	her	high	ideals,	are	affecting	not	
only	her	own	happiness,	but	stamping	almost	
indelibly	her	offspring.	In	view	of	this,	how	serious	
is	the	responsibility	of	motherhood,	as	well	as	
fatherhood!	
	
Moreover,	we	must	remember	that	the	mother's	
attitude	of	mind	is	largely	under	the	influence	and	
control	of	her	husband.	He	is	the	provider,	
caretaker,	of	his	wife.	The	responsibility	is	with	
him	to	place	before	his	wife,	at	this	important	
period	of	life,	high	ideals,	noble	sentiments,	
helpful	suggestions,	peaceful	and	restful	
surroundings.	Thus	parents	co-operating	
intelligently	might	produce	children	even	nobler	
than	themselves,	as	their	ideals	may	be	better	
than	were	their	own	birth	conditions;	or	
reversely,	they	may	produce	children	inferior	to	
themselves,	while	their	conditions	are	possibly	
more	favorable	than	those	of	their	parents.	
	
The	Bible	declares	that	we	are	all	born	in	sin,	
"misshapen	in	iniquity,	in	sin	did	our	mothers	
conceive	us";	but,	as	we	have	seen,	these	
conditions	of	the	fallen	race	may	be	accentuated	
or	diminished	to	a	considerable	degree	by	the	
mental	conditions	of	the	parents,	their	
appreciation	of	their	office.	But	how	often	children	
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come	into	the	world	undesired	and	permanently	
marked	thereby	to	their	disadvantage	through	
life!	How	favorable	is	the	condition,	in	
comparison,	of	the	child	that	is	desired,	prayed	
for,	prepared	for,	and	whose	mental	conditions	
have	been	well	provided	for	by	the	parents!	
Samuel,	the	subject	of	today's	Study,	was	such	a	
child--such	a	man.		
	
R.	5188:5	–	Excerpt	from	“A	PECULIAR	
MARRIAGE” 
	
Rebecca's	maidens	doubtless	typified	the	
blessings	of	the	consecrated	class,	now	following	
with	the	Bride	class,	but	not	living	up	to	their	full	
privileges	and	opportunities.	The	blessing	
pronounced	upon	Rebecca,	"Be	thou	the	mother	of	
thousands	of	millions,"	represents	the	future	of	
the	Church;	for	as	the	Redeemer	will,	during	His	
Messianic	Kingdom,	become	the	Father	or	Life-
giver	to	thousands	of	millions	of	Adam's	race,	
bought	with	His	precious	blood,	so	the	Church,	His	
Bride,	will	become	the	mother	of	those	same	
thousands	of	millions	of	humanity,	in	the	sense	
that	she	will	be	their	care-taker	and	supervisor,	to	
assist	them	forward	to	full	perfection.	
	
	
Sermon	Book	p.	207	–	Excerpt	from	“DIVINE	
PLAN	HIDDEN	IN	ABRAHAM’S	FAMILY” 
	
Isaac	immediately	received	Rebecca,	and	took	her	
into	his	mother’s	tent.	Sarah	had	died,	and	
Rebecca	became	her	successor.	Thus	is	beautifully	
pictured	the	fact	that	when	the	Bride	of	Messiah	
shall	be	complete	on	the	plane	of	glory,	the	Sarah	
Covenant	will	be	at	an	end,	and	its	place,	as	a	
channel	of	blessing,	will	be	taken	by	the	glorified	
Church.	Then	will	be	fulfilled	the	prophetic	
blessing	of	her	relatives,	"Be	thou	the	mother	of	
thousands	of	millions."		
	
Those	thousands	of	millions	represent	the	world	
of	mankind,	which	will	be	regenerated,	or	granted	
new	life,	by	the	great	Messiah	during	the	thousand	
years	of	His	reign	as	the	Mediator	of	the	New	
Covenant.		
	
Messiah	will	be	the	Regenerator	and	His	Bride	will	
be	the	nourisher,	instructor,	helper,	of	all	mankind	
under	the	New	Covenant;	for	it	will	be	this	
antitypical	Isaac	and	his	Bride	that	will	mediate	
for	Israel,	and	through	Israel	for	the	world,	the	
New	Covenant	of	Restitution	blessings.		

(#Ac	3:19-21.)	"In	thee	and	in	thy	Seed	shall	all	
the	families	of	the	earth	be	blessed,"	applies	
primarily,	as	St.	Paul	shows,	to	Messiah	and	His	
Church	in	glory—the	sacrifices	being	past,	the	
spiritual	nature	being	attained	as	a	reward	for	the	
sacrifices.—#Ga	3:16,29.		
	
Whoever	will	first	receive	Messiah	and	come	into	
harmony	with	the	righteous	laws	of	His	invisible	
Kingdom	will	be	the	first	to	be	blessed.	There	will	
be	no	partiality	in	this	matter;	for	"God	is	no	
respecter	of	persons."		
	
However,	because	of	their	past	experiences	and	
earthly	hopes	and	trust	in	the	Law	and	the	
Prophets,	the	Jews	will	be	the	first	amongst	the	
nations	to	accept	the	new	order	of	things	and	to	
ally	themselves	with	it.	Therefore,	to	them	will	the	
blessings	go	first	and	through	them	the	blessings	
will	extend	to	all	mankind.—#Ac	10:34.		
While	thanking	God	for	the	glorious	prospects	of	
that	glorious	time	which	is	nearing,	let	us,	dear	
friends,	seek	to	make	our	calling	and	election	sure	
to	membership	in	the	Body	of	the	Bride	of	Christ.	
	
	
R.	4755	–	Excerpt	from	“REPLY	TO	CARDINAL	
GIBBONS’	SERMON”	
	
The	Scriptures	teach	that,	in	the	new	order	of	
things,	when	Christ	shall	take	to	himself	his	great	
power	and	institute	his	Messianic	Kingdom	for	the	
blessing	and	uplifting	of	mankind,	he	will	have	a	
Bride	--the	Church--"The	Bride,	the	Lamb’s	Wife."	
(`Rev	21:9`.)	And	the	Scriptures	further	represent	
that	the	glorified	Jesus,	who	is	the	heavenly	
Bridegroom,	and	the	glorified	Church,	who	is	the	
heavenly	Bride,	will,	figuratively,	beget	children.	
That	is	to	say,	all	through	the	thousand	years	of	
the	reign	of	righteousness	the	glorified	Jesus	will	
be	the	everlasting	Father,	or	Giver	of	everlasting	
life,	on	the	earthly	plane	to	Adam,	and	all	of	his	
children	who	will	accept	it	on	the	terms	of	the	
Kingdom.	Then	the	Church	will	be	the	mother	or	
nourisher	and	caretaker	of	all	mankind	to	uplift	
them,	instruct	them,	develop	them,	in	the	ways	of	
righteousness--to	bring	as	many	as	will	prove	
willing	up	to	the	full	perfection	of	human	nature	
and	life	everlasting.	
	
	
PLEASE	ALSO	SEE:	
R.	1386	–	"THE	BRIDE,	THE	LAMB'S	WIFE."		
R.	3570	–	THE	HEAVENLY	JERUSALEM	


