
Standing Firm: A Post-Discourse Discussion 
  Selective – March 1, 2020 @12:15 PM – Br. Brett Blackwell 
 
The	afternoon	selective	meeting	will	be	an	extension	of	the	morning	discourse	entitled,	
Falling	Away,	and	is	intended	to	be	an	interactive	discussion	and	study	on	specific	aspects	
of	Standing	Firm	(Ephesians	6:13).	Questions	for	group	discussion	may	be	suggested	in	
advance,	or	if	time	permits,	during	the	meeting.	A	set	of	initial	questions	for	discussion	has	
been	provided	below,	along	with	reference	scriptures	and	Reprint	articles	(attached).		
	
References:		

• Eph.	6:13;	2	Pet.1:10;	2	Pet.	3:3,4,17;	2	Tim.	3:1;	Heb.	4:1,11;	Jude	1:22,23	
• R1859	SOBRIETY,	VIGILANCE,	STEADFASTNESS.	
• R1860	"REMEMBER	LOT'S	WIFE."	

	
Initial	Questions	for	Discussion:		
	

1. How	can	we	assist	our	brethren,	specifically	those	who	are	experiencing	a	crisis	of	
faith,	to	stand	firm?	

	
	
	
	
	

2. What	is	our	responsibility	to	provide	assistance	to	the	consecrated	who	may	
appear	to	be	falling	in	some	way,	and:		
	

a. are	in	our	midst	(ecclesia	or	fellowship)?	
	
	
	
	

b. have	left	our	broader	fellowship?	(e.g.	become	agnostic,	atheist,	affiliated	
with	another	religion)	

	
	
	
	

3. Should	we	be	cautious	in	providing	assistance?	What	limitations	should	we	put	on	
our	assistance,	if	any?		

	
	
	
	
	

4. How	can	we	encourage	each	other	to	stand	firm	in	this	“evil	day”	when	some	are	
falling	away?  



Standing Firm: A Post-Discourse Discussion 
Selective – March 1, 2020 @12:15 PM – Br. Brett Blackwell 

 
 

 2 

Scripture	Citations:		
	
NASB	unless	otherwise	noted	
	
	
Eph	6:13		Therefore,	take	up	the	full	armor	of	God,	so	that	you	will	be	able	to	resist	in	the	evil	day,	and	having	
done	everything,	to	stand	firm.	
	
2Pe	1:10	(KJV)	Wherefore	the	rather,	brethren,	give	diligence	to	make	your	calling	and	election	sure:	for	if	ye	
do	these	things,	ye	shall	never	fall:	
	
2Pe	3:3		Know	this	first	of	all,	that	in	the	last	days	mockers	will	come	with	their	mocking,	following	after	their	
own	lusts,	
2Pe	3:4		and	saying,	"Where	is	the	promise	of	His	coming?	For	ever	since	the	fathers	fell	asleep,	all	continues	
just	as	it	was	from	the	beginning	of	creation."	
	
2Pe	3:17		You	therefore,	beloved,	knowing	this	beforehand,	be	on	your	guard	so	that	you	are	not	carried	
away	by	the	error	of	unprincipled	men	and	fall	from	your	own	steadfastness,	
	
2Ti	3:1		But	realize	this,	that	in	the	last	days	difficult	times	will	come.	
	
Heb	4:1		Therefore,	let	us	fear	if,	while	a	promise	remains	of	entering	His	rest,	any	one	of	you	may	seem	to	
have	come	short	of	it.	
	
Heb	4:11		Therefore	let	us	be	diligent	to	enter	that	rest,	so	that	no	one	will	fall,	through	following	the	same	
example	of	disobedience.	
	
Jud	1:22		And	have	mercy	on	some,	who	are	doubting;	
Jud	1:23		save	others,	snatching	them	out	of	the	fire;	and	on	some	have	mercy	with	fear,	hating	even	the	
garment	polluted	by	the	flesh.	
	
For	Jude	1:22,	see	also	these	translations:		

Jud	1:22	(KJV)	And	of	some	have	compassion,	making	a	difference:	
Jud	1:22	(NKJV)	And	on	some	have	compassion,	making	a	distinction;	
Jud	1:22	(YLT)	and	to	some	be	kind,	judging	thoroughly,
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R.	1859	--	SOBRIETY,	VIGILANCE,	
STEADFASTNESS.	
--`1Pe	5:8-9`.--	
	
WHAT	more	appropriate	watchwords	than	these	
could	express	the	proper	attitude	of	the	Christian	
soldier?	--"Be	sober,	be	vigilant;	because	your	
adversary,	the	devil,	as	a	roaring	lion,	walketh	
about,	seeking	whom	he	may	devour:	
whom	resist,	steadfast	in	the	faith,	knowing	that	
the	same	afflictions	are	endured	by	your	
brotherhood	in	the	world."	
	
The	"brotherhood"	includes	all	the	soldiers	of	
Christ	throughout	the	world,	and	this	symbol	of	
their	present	character	is	not	a	mere	empty	
sound;	for	there	is	a	mighty	conflict	in	progress,	a	
war	being	waged,	and	the	encounter	is	one	of	
desperate	earnestness.	Those	who	know	nothing	
of	this	great	conflict,	and	who	have	no	part	in	it,	
though	they	may	bear	the	name	of	Christ--
Christians--really	have	no	right	to	that	name;	for	
they	are	not	Christ’s	soldiers.	Jesus	himself	was	a	
soldier,	and	fought	the	battle	through	to	the	bitter	
end,	and	gained	the	victory.	And	he	is	the	Captain	
of	all	those	who	accept	the	redemption	he	
purchased	and	that	follow	in	his	footsteps,	and	he	
will	lead	them	on	to	certain	victory,	if	they	faint	
not.--`Gal	6:9`.	
	
The	Apostle	Paul	gives	the	same	idea	of	the	
Christian	life.	He	represents	it	as	a	desperate	
warfare,	and	urges	all	the	true	soldiers	of	Christ	to	
"put	on	the	whole	armor	of	God,	that	they	may	be	
able	to	stand	against	the	wiles	of	the	devil;	for,"	
says	he,	"we	wrestle	not	against	flesh	and	blood,	
but	against	principalities,	against	powers,	against	
the	rulers	of	the	darkness	of	this	world,	against	
spiritual	wickedness	in	high	places....Stand,	
therefore,	having	your	loins	girt	about	with	truth,	
and	having	on	the	breastplate	of	righteousness,"	
etc.--`Eph	6:10-18`.	
	
When	we	consider	how	strongly	our	adversary	is	
intrenched	in	the	world--in	its	ideas,	its	maxims,	
its	institutions,	its	policy,	its	hopes,	aims	and	
ambitions--and	the	Christian	life	as	in	direct	
opposition	to	all	these;	and	when	we	further	
consider	how,	because	we	were	once	partakers	of	
the	spirit	of	the	world,	the	enemy	of	our	souls	has	
strongly	intrenched	himself	in	our	weak	fallen	
natures;	and	still	further,	how,	with	shrewd	
subtlety,	this	invisible,	intelligent	personal	foe	is	
plotting	and	scheming	to	allure,	deceive	and	lead	

us	into	sin--when	with	sober	judgment	we	
consider	all	these	things,	then	indeed	we	realize	
that	we	are	in	the	midst	of	a	great	conflict.	
	
The	three	points	of	attack	by	the	enemy	are,	as	the	
Apostle	John	(`1Jn	2:16`)	enumerates	them,	"the	
lust	of	the	flesh,	the	lust	of	the	eyes,	and	the	pride	
of	life."	
	
The	first	of	these	includes	all	those	appetites	and	
passions	common	to	the	whole	human	family,	
which	in	their	legitimate	uses	under	the	full	
control	of	reason	and	conscience,	are	right	and	
proper,	but	which,	unduly	cultivated	until	they	
become	the	masters	of	reason	and	conscience,	
degrade	and	debase	the	man.	
	
The	second,--"the	lust	of	the	eyes,"--includes	all	
those	ambitions	to	acquire	and	possess	
whatsoever	things	the	eye	(the	natural	eye	or	the	
eye	of	the	understanding)	perceives	to	be	
good;	i.e.,	to	be	gratifying	to	the	carnal	mind,	the	
old	unregenerate	nature.	This	disposition	impels	
to	self-gratification	regardless	of	the	rights	and	
liberties	of	others	in	any	direction.	It	craves	
wealth,	or	fame,	or	power,	or	social	distinction,	
and	to	these	ends	it	inclines	to	harness	every	
energy	of	mind	and	body.	
	
The	third,--"the	pride	of	life,"--is	the	blossom	of	
selfishness,	so	abhorrent	to	God	and	to	all	good	
men.	It	is	that	disposition	in	a	man	which	glories	
in	his	shame.	When	the	lusts	of	the	flesh	and	the	
lusts	of	the	eyes	have	brought	their	curse	of	
narrowness,	bigotry	and	conceit;	and	when	they	
have	gone	further	in	depriving	fellow-men	of	their	
rights	and	privileges,	then	pride,	the	exultation	of	
meanness,	has	its	short	triumph,	and	loftily	soars	
above	the	unfortunate	subjects	of	its	power	and	
gloats	over	the	desolation	it	has	wrought.	
	
These	three	points	of	attack	by	the	great	enemy	
are	the	points	which	the	Lord	would	have	us	
guard	with	unwearied	vigilance.	Be	sober,	be	
vigilant,	and	watch	that	the	enemy	gain	no	
approach	to	the	citadel	of	your	heart	by	any	one	of	
these	routes.	
	
That	he	makes	repeated	attacks	is	certain;	and	
that	these	attacks	come	suddenly	and	without	
warning,	and	often	with	terrible	force,	is	a	matter	
of	experience	with	all:	hence	the	necessity	for	
sober	and	constant	vigilance.	Be	assured	the	ever	
watchful	enemy	will	take	advantage	of	our	
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unguarded	moments	and	our	unfortified	
conditions	if	such	there	be.	Even	with	all	the	
watchfulness	and	readiness	which	we	can	
command,	the	ability	to	withstand	the	enemy	and	
to	resist	his	attacks	causes	more	or	less	suffering,	
and	often	taxes	the	powers	of	endurance	to	the	
utmost.	Indeed,	we	must	expect	that	the	tension	
on	our	powers	of	endurance	will	sometimes	be	so	
great	as	to	threaten	disruption,	and	as	to	surely	
cause	it	if	we	trust	to	our	own	strength.	We	are	
forewarned	to	think	not	strange	of	the	fiery	trial	
that	shall	surely	try	us	if	we	are	indeed	the	sons	of	
God	and	soldiers	of	Christ,	as	though	some	strange	
thing	happened	unto	us.	(`1Pe	4:12-16`.)	These	
things	should	be	expected	and	carefully	prepared	
for	by	the	Christian	soldier.	
	
Peter	intimates	that	the	power	by	which	we	are	to	
resist	the	adversary	is	the	power	of	faith--
"whom	resist,steadfast	in	the	faith."	And	John	
expresses	the	same	thought,	saying,	"This	is	the	
victory	that	overcometh	the	world,	even	our	
faith."	(`1Jn	5:4`.)	If	we	are	not	strong	in	the	faith,	
how	can	we	endure	hardness	for	it?	Faith	must	
grasp	the	exceeding	great	and	precious	promises	
of	God	and	appreciate	their	value.	Faith	must	lay	
hold	also	upon	the	power	of	God	and	find	the	
grace	to	help	in	every	time	of	need.	And	faith	in	a	
personal	righteous	God,	whose	eye	is	ever	upon	
us,	must	steadily	cultivate	those	elements	of	
character	which	are	always	pleasing	and	
acceptable	to	him,	and	which	Peter	tells	us	are	
most	essential	to	our	final	overcoming	in	this	
warfare.--`2Pe	1:5-10`.	
	
He	urges	that,	in	addition	to	our	faith	in	the	
exceeding	great	and	precious	promises	which	
inspire	zeal	and	give	us	renewed	courage,	we	
should	give	all	diligence	to	add	to	our	faith	virtue,	
and	to	virtue	knowledge,	and	to	knowledge	
temperance,	and	to	temperance	patience,	and	to	
patience	godliness,	and	to	godliness	brotherly	
kindness,	and	to	brotherly	kindness	charity."	Then	
he	adds,	"For	if	ye	do	these	things,	ye	shall	never	
fall."	
	
The	steady	persistent	cultivation	of	these	graces	of	
character	will	also	clarify	our	spiritual	vision,	
enabling	us	the	more	fully	to	comprehend	the	
truth	of	God,	and	thus,	"by	the	armor	of	
righteousness	on	the	right	hand	and	on	the	left,"	
we	shall	be	able	to	"withstand	all	the	fiery	darts	of	
the	adversary"	and	to	win	the	victory	of	faith	and	
make	our	calling	and	election	sure.	

With	this	view	of	the	great	battle	of	life	to	the	
Christian,	what	a	work	we	realize	to	be	before	us,	
and	what	necessity	for	sobriety,	vigilance	and	
steadfastness!	It	is	a	life	work,	a	life	battle	against	
a	mighty	foe	intrenched	in	our	flesh.	
	
The	powers	without	are	strong	indeed,	but	the	
civil	war	with	the	powers	within	is	by	far	the	most	
to	be	dreaded.	If	we	become	in	any	measure	
intoxicated	with	the	spirit	of	the	world;--if	we	give	
way	to	self-gratification,	love	of	ease,	pleasure,	a	
little	indulgence	of	any	of	the	old	dispositions	of	
envy,	malice,	pride,	vain-glory,	vaunting	of	self,	
headiness,	highmindedness,	wrath,	strife,	or	any	
such	thing--even	a	little,	Oh,	how	great	is	the	peril	
to	which	we	are	exposed!	
	
Beloved,	let	us	war	a	good	warfare	against	the	
world,	the	flesh	and	the	devil,	seeking	and	finding,	
daily	and	hourly,	fresh	supplies	of	grace;	for	every	
day	and	every	hour	is	a	time	of	need	if	we	are	but	
awake	to	realize	it.	It	is	to	the	warfare	with	the	
powers	intrenched	within	that	we	are	again	
referred,	when	it	is	said,	"He	that	is	slow	to	anger	
is	better	than	the	mighty;	and	he	that	ruleth	his	
spirit	than	he	that	taketh	a	city."	(`Pro	16:32`.)	Yes,	
the	task	is	a	greater	one,	and	represents	a	greater,	
as	well	as	a	nobler,	effort.	Let	us	fight	the	good	
fight	of	faith	along	this	line.	Let	our	lives	be	a	daily	
and	hourly	struggle	to	overcome	the	evil	that	is	in	
ourselves,	to	purify	and	beautify	our	own	
characters.	Thus	shall	we	be	the	more	fully	
prepared	to	strive	faithfully	and	steadily	against	
the	foes	without	--to	war	a	good	warfare	to	the	
end.	
	
The	Apostle,	out	of	the	fulness	of	his	love	and	
sympathy	for	all	his	comrades	in	the	army	of	the	
Lord,	adds	to	his	earnest	exhortation	this	parting	
benediction--"The	God	of	all	grace	who	hath	called	
us	unto	his	eternal	glory	by	Christ	Jesus,	after	that	
ye	have	suffered	a	while,	make	you	perfect,	
stablish,	strengthen,	settle	you."	It	is	only	through	
endurance	of	hardness	as	good	soldiers	of	Christ	
that	this	desirable	condition	can	be	attained--viz.,	
perfect	self-control	and	ability	to	resist	evil,	
established	faith,	patience	and	virtue,	settled,	
abiding	rest	in	Christ,	and	hope	through	his	word	
of	promise.	This	undoubtedly	was	the	Apostle’s	
own	experience	as	he	grew	old	in	the	Master’s	
service,	and	so	may	it	be	ours.	Let	each	departing	
year	find	us	nearer	the	glorious	summit	of	
perfection!	
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R.	1860	--	"REMEMBER	LOT’S	WIFE."	
----------	
	
IT	WAS	in	connection	with	our	Master’s	prophetic	
warnings	respecting	the	trials	of	the	present	day	
that	he	used	the	words,	"Remember	Lot’s	wife"	
(`Luk	17:32`);	and	their	significance	should	be	
comprehended	by	all	who	are	walking	in	the	light.	
	
The	lesson	is	that	those	who,	under	the	special	
guidance	of	the	Lord,	are	now	fleeing	for	life	to	the	
mountain	of	the	Lord’s	Kingdom,	will	be	held	to	a	
much	stricter	account	than	others.	Lot	and	his	
family	were	not	accused	of	sharing	the	evil	
practices	of	the	Sodomites:	his	wife’s	outward	
fault	was	merely	that	of	looking	back;	but	we	may	
reasonably	suppose	that	this	implied	a	heart	out	
of	harmony	with	her	deliverance	and	in	some	
degree	sympathetic	with	the	evil	things	and	evil	
people	which	God	had	condemned	as	unworthy	of	
life.	She	at	heart	clung	to	the	accursed	things,	even	
though	she	did	not	outwardly	return	to	them,	but	
fled	from	them;	and	therefore	God	brought	her	no	
further.	She	became	a	monument	of	the	folly	of	
sympathizing	with	evil-doers	after	knowing	that	
God	has	given	them	up.	
	
Quite	a	number	now	need	to	have	their	attention	
called	to	the	antitype	of	this	incident	referred	to	
by	our	Lord	as	typical.	Quite	a	number	are	
disposed	to	sympathize	and	fraternize	with	those	
who	are	under	divine	condemnation	now,	and	as	
such	sentenced	to	the	second	death,	destruction,	
typified	by	the	destruction	of	Sodom,	which	we	
are	directly	told	was	"set	forth	as	an	example"	or	
type.--`Jud	1:7`.	
	
Those	who	assume	to	be	more	gracious	and	long	
suffering	than	the	Lord	make	of	themselves	
opponents,	who,	instead	of	being	students	of	the	
principles	of	righteousness,	attempt	to	be	judges	
and	teachers	of	Jehovah.	The	proper	attitude	of	
heart	accepts	God’s	conduct	as	not	only	wiser,	but	
more	just	than	our	own;	and	consequently	when	
we	see	any	who	have	ever	enjoyed	the	light	of	
present	truth	abandoned	by	the	Lord	and	led	into	
outer-darkness,	we	are	to	conclude	that	before	
being	thus	abandoned	there	must	have	been	in	
them	"an	evil	heart	of	unbelief	in	departing	from	
the	living	God."	"He	is	faithful	who	hath	
promised,"	"If	any	man	will	do	my	Father’s	will,	he	
shall	know	of	my	doctrine."	Whoever	therefore	
loses	the	doctrines	of	Christ	after	once	having	had	
them,	has	surely	done	more	than	get	his	head	
confused.	His	heart	had	separated	from	the	Lord’s	
ways	previously;	for	as	long	as	we	abide	in	him	as	
his	"elect,"	it	will	not	be	possible	for	any	of	the	

snares	of	this	evil	day	to	entrap	us,	and	none	shall	
pluck	us	out	of	the	hand	of	the	Lord	our	Shepherd.	
	
It	is	proper	for	us	to	be	watchful	of	each	other’s	
welfare	doctrinally	as	well	as	otherwise.	When	we	
see	a	brother	walking	contrary	to	the	Lord’s	
instruction	into	the	snare	of	the	wicked,	we	are	to	
"have	compassion,"	and	while	praying	for	him	we	
are	to	use	our	best	judgment	as	to	how	to	help	
him,	"making	a	difference"	according	to	the	
circumstances	of	the	case.	Some	should	be	dealt	
with	energetically	--"pulling	them	out	of	the	fire."	
(`Jud	1:22-23`.)	But	while	we	should	always	be	on	
the	alert	to	render	assistance	whenever	needed,	to	
convert	a	brother	from	the	error	of	his	ways	(`Jas	
5:19-20`),	we	should	make	no	such	effort	for	him	
as	would	tend	to	make	us	fall	from	our	own	
steadfastness	into	the	error	of	the	wicked.--`2Pe	
3:17`.	
	
When	we	see	others	walking	in	forbidden	paths,	in	
the	way	of	transgressors,	we	are	not	to	follow	
them	there	in	order	to	help	them	out;	but	to	show	
them	the	right	path	by	keeping	in	it	and	calling	to	
them.	When	we	see	some	confusing	themselves	
with	doctrines	and	teachings	of	men,	when	they	
know	that	they	are	fundamentallywrong,	we	are	
not	to	wade	through	those	doctrines	in	order	to	
help	them	out;	but	we	are	to	remind	them	that	the	
study	of	any	doctrine	which	will	not	square	with	
the	foundation	is	not	only	a	misuse	of	
consecrated	time,	but	that	all	trifling	with	that	
which	we	know	to	be	error	is	wrong	and	
dangerous,	as	all	violations	of	conscience	and	
principle	are	dangerous.	
	
For	instance,	at	the	very	foundation	of	all	Christian	
doctrine	lies	the	doctrine	of	the	ransom.	It	
implies	that	God	is	holy	and	man	a	sinner.	It	
implies	that	God	is	just	as	well	as	loving.	It	implies	
recovery	or	restitution,	as	well	as	a	fall	into	sin	
and	death.	Any	teaching,	therefore,	which	either	
openly	denies,	or	quietly	ignores,	the	"ransom	for	
all,	to	be	testified	in	due	time,"	must	be	a	doctrine	
at	variance	with	the	doctrines	of	God’s	revelation,	
whether	it	be	old	or	new,	whether	advocated	by	
friends	or	foes,	the	learned	or	the	unlearned,	in	
the	name	of	evolution	or	in	some	other	name.	Our	
attitude	toward	it	should	be	prompt	and	decided	
opposition.	If	others	waver	we	who	have	learned	
that	this	is	the	test	by	which	all	things	are	to	be	
proved	need	not	waver.	If	friends	get	into	the	
quicksands	of	no-ransom	errors,	whose	name	now	
is	legion,	and	which	are	growing	continually,	we	
should	lend	them	a	helping	hand	to	get	out,	
"pulling	them	out	of	the	fire,"	by	reminding	them	
of	the	Rock	Christ	Jesus,	whereon	our	feet	of	faith	
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are	firmly	established,	and	throwing	to	them	the	
rope	of	divine	promises	throughout	which	is	
woven	the	scarlet	thread	of	the	ransom,	and	
exhort	them	to	come	back	to	the	rock	and	not	
attempt	to	find	another	rock	at	the	bottom	of	the	
quicksands.	And	we	must	use	great	plainness	of	
speech	in	showing	them	their	danger	and	in	
pointing	out	their	way	of	escape.	
	
We	must	not	accept	their	invitation	to	join	with	
them	in	exploring	what	men	can	say	or	write	
which	would	tend	to	make	the	Word	of	God	of	
none	effect,	which	would	claim	that	God	has	all	
along	been	the	sinner	and	man	his	dupe;	or	that	
the	hope	of	mankind	is	in	their	own	evolution	and	
not	in	the	ransom	and	restitution	of	Scripture;	or	
that	he	who	redeemed	will	not	be	the	same	who	
will,	as	the	Good	Physician,	restore	and	bless	all	
who	will	accept	his	grace	"in	due	time."	If,	after	
kind	and	faithful	remonstrance	on	your	part,	they	
still	persist	in	exploring	and	delving	into	
such	evident	contradictions	of	God’s	Word,	let	
them	go.	Remember	that	there	must	be	something	
wrong	at	their	hearts,	else	they	would	have	no	
pleasure	in	the	unfruitful	works	of	darkness,	but	
would	rather	reprove	them;	and	their	delight	
would	be	in	the	great	divine	plan	of	the	ages.	(`Psa	
1:1-6`.)	Remember,	too,	that	God	has	promised	to	
keep	and	guide	the	minds	of	those	whose	hearts	
are	loyal	and	true	to	him.	We	should,	therefore,	
conclude	that	if	the	Lord	is	either	thrusting	any	
one	out	of	the	light,	as	unworthy	of	it,	into	the	
outer	darkness	of	the	world,	or	if	he	is	permitting	
unfaithful	ones	to	be	seduced	by	the	great	enemy,	
it	is	not	our	mission	to	follow	them	into	the	outer	
darkness	in	conversation,	reading,	etc.,	but	to	
remain	with	the	Lord	and	with	those	who	walk	in	
the	light,	and	to	seek	others	to	take	the	places	and	
the	crowns	of	those	who	deny	or	ignore	the	
precious	blood	of	the	covenant	wherewith	once	
they	were	sanctified.--`Rev	3:11`;	`Heb	10:29-31`.	
	
Neither	are	we	to	waste	sympathy	upon	those	
who	depart.	If	we	can	neither	persuade	them	nor	
pull	them	out	of	the	fire,	we	must	let	them	go,	and	
should	turn	at	once	and	render	aid	to	others	more	
worthy.	When	the	Lord	has	put	any	one	out	of	the	
light	(`Mat	22:13-14`),	we	cannot	hope	to	bring	
them	back.	Had	it	been	proper	for	them	to	stay	in	
the	light	he	would	not	have	permitted	them	to	be	
put	out	of	it.	
	
We	do	not	here	refer	to	slight	differences	in	
understanding	which	should	be	patiently	dealt	
with,	and	explained	or	overlooked,	as	all	the	
children	of	one	school	have	not	attained	to	the	
same	"step"	or	degree	of	knowledge;	but	we	do	

refer	to	those	radical	differences,	all	of	which	may	
be	quickly	proved	by	the	test	of	
the	ransom	doctrine.	If	they	agree	not	with	this,	it	
is	because	there	is	no	light	in	them.	And	such	are	
to	be	to	us	no	longer	brothers	in	Christ,	but	should	
be	considered	and	treated	as	of	the	world--"as	a	
heathen	man	or	a	publican."	Such	are	not	to	be	
numbered	among	our	friends;	for	the	friendship	of	
such	is	enmity	against	God.	We	are	not	to	receive	
or	entertain	such	at	our	houses,	nor	to	bid	them	or	
their	work	God-speed	in	any	manner.	(`IIJohn	8-
11`.)	Some	who	have	neglected	the	plain	
statement	of	God’s	Word	on	this	subject	have	
suffered	spiritually	for	their	disobedience.	
	
Let	us	more	and	more	be	of	one	mind	with	the	
Lord.	His	friends	only	must	be	our	friends;	his	
enemies	only	our	enemies.	If	we	affiliate	with	the	
Lord’s	enemies	we	will	at	least	get	into	a	
lukewarm	condition	towards	him	and	his	friends;	
and	the	lukewarm	he	will	spew	out	of	his	mouth.	
And	we	want	to	cultivate	warmth	of	heart	toward	
all	who	trust	in	the	precious	blood	and	are	
consecrated	to	our	Redeemer	as	the	only	Lord.	
There	must	be	no	lukewarmness	there.	Whatever	
their	peculiarities	according	to	the	flesh,	we	
cannot	be	otherwise	than	"brothers"	to	them	in	
spirit,	with	all	that	helpfulness	and	sympathy	
which	brotherhood	in	and	with	Christ	implies.	
	
But	we	will	not,	must	not,	cannot	
have	any	fellowship	with	the	ungodly,	the	sinner	
against	light	and	truth,	nor	the	scorners	of	the	
grace	of	God.	Whoever	are	our	Lord’s	enemies	
must	be	our	enemies,	because	enemies	of	the	light,	
the	truth,	the	way:	and	although	if	they	are	
destitute	we	should	feed	them	(`Rom	12:20`),	yet	
so	long	as	they	are	the	opponents	and	adversaries	
of	the	Lord’s	cause,	of	which	Christ	and	his	cross	
are	the	centre,	they	are	our	adversaries	and	we	
theirs.	The	Lord	loves	positiveness	with	
harmlessness,	and	of	us	it	should	be	true,	as	it	is	
prophetically	written	of	our	Lord	and	the	true	
members	of	his	body	in	`Psa	139:16-24`.	
Whoever	therefore	is	being	led	of	the	Lord’s	
messengers	to	the	place	of	safety,	as	were	Lot	and	
his	family	delivered	from	the	destruction	of	
Sodom,	let	him	"remember	Lot’s	wife"	and	not	
look	back	or	otherwise	manifest	sympathy	with	
those	whom	the	Lord	has	condemned	and	
abandoned	to	destruction.	
	


