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Who May Celebrate - Who May Officiate - An Order of Service

Note: The outlines for the 2026 Memorial studies are based on the Volume 6 chapter entitled, “The
Passover of the New Creation.” Please read the pages noted (and included) on this outline in advance,
as there will not be time to read the paragraphs during our meetings. Wherever possible, please use
scriptures to support your answers.

1. What are the two principal conditions for participation in the Memorial? Explain the heart
attitude and depth of understanding that reflect these conditions. (Par 1,4)

2. Who decides who should participate in the Memorial? What does it mean to participate
unworthily, and what are the consequences of doing so? (Par 1-3)

3. Who may officiate the Memorial service? Why should we celebrate it together, whenever
possible? (Par 5-7)

4. How should the Memorial service be organized? Which aspects of the service are directed
or supported by Scripture? How do our Memorial services vary from the recommended
approach? (Par 8)

5. What should be the general tone of the Memorial service? Why? (Par 9)



Study 5 of 6 - Pages 472 to 479

Who May Celebrate?

1. We answer, first of all, that none should commune who do not trust in the precious blood of
Christ as the sacrifice for sins. None should commune except by faith he have on the doorposts and
lintel of his earthly tabernacle the blood of sprinkling that speaketh peace for us, instead of calling
for vengeance, as did the blood of Abel. (Heb 12:24) None should celebrate the symbolical feast
unless in his heart he
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has the true feast, and has accepted Christ as his Life-giver. Further, none should commune unless
he is a member of the one body, the one loaf, and unless he has reckoned his life, his blood,
sacrificed with the Lord’s in the same chalice, or cup. There is here a clearly drawn line of
distinction, not only between the believers and unbelievers, but also between the consecrated and
the unconsecrated. However, the line is to be drawn by each individual for himself -- so long as his
professions are good and reasonably attested by his outward conduct. It is not for one member to
be the judge of another, nor even for the Church to judge, unless, as already pointed out, the
matter has come before it in some definite form, according to the prescribed regulations.
Otherwise the elders, or representatives of the Church, should set before those who assemble
themselves these terms and conditions -- (1) faith in the blood; and (2) consecration to the Lord
and his service, even unto death. They should then invite all who are thus minded and thus
consecrated to join in celebrating the Lord’s death and their own. This, and all invitations
connected with this celebration, should be so comprehensively stated as to leave no thought of
sectarianism. All should be welcomed to participate, regardless of their faith and harmony on
other subjects, if they are in full accord in respect to these foundation truths -- the redemption
through the precious blood, and a full consecration unto death, giving them justification.

2. Itis appropriate here to consider the words of the Apostle:

"Whosoever shall eat this bread and drink this cup of the Lord unworthily shall be guilty of
the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that
bread and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and
drinketh condemnation to himself, if he discern not the Lord’s body." 1Co 11:27-29

3. The Apostle’s warning here seems to be against a careless celebration of this Memorial, which
would make of it a feast, and against inviting persons to it in a promiscuous manner. It is not such
a feast. It is a solemn Memorial, intended only for the members of the Lord’s "body"; and
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whoever does not discern this, whoever does not discern that the loaf represents the flesh of Jesus,
and that the cup represents his blood, would, in partaking of it, properly come under
condemnation -- not "damnation" as in the common version, but a condemnation in the Lord’s
sight, and a condemnation also in his own conscience. Before partaking of these emblems each
individual, therefore, should decide for himself whether or not he believes and trusts in the
broken body and shed blood of our Lord as being his ransom price; and secondly, whether or not
he has made the consecration of his all that he may thus be counted in as a member of that "one
body."



4. Having noted who are excluded, and who properly have access to the Lord’s table, we see that
every true member of the Ecclesia has the right to participate, unless that right has been debarred
by a public action of the whole Church, according to the rule therefor laid down by the Lord. (Mat
18:15-17) All such may celebrate; all such will surely desire to celebrate -- will surely desire to
conform to the Master’s dying admonition, "Eat ye all of it; drink ye all of it." They will realize that
unless we eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink his blood, we have no life in us; and that if they
have in heart and mind partaken of the merits of the Lord’s sacrifice really, and of his life, that it is
both a privilege and a pleasure to memorialize this, and to confess it before each other and before
the Lord.

Who May Officiate

5. The false doctrine of the Mass, and the creation of a class in the Church called the clergy, to
administer this and similar services, has created so deep an impression upon the public mind that
Protestants even to this day generally hold that the presence of "an ordained minister," to ask a
blessing and to officiate in such a memorial service, is of absolute necessity, and that any other
procedure would be sacrilegious. How utterly wrong this whole theory is will be very readily
recognized when we remember that all who have the privilege of partaking of this Memorial are
consecrated
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members of the "Royal Priesthood" -- each fully commissioned of the Lord to preach his Word
according to their talents and opportunities, and fully ordained also to perform any service or
ministry of which they are capable to him and the members of his body, and, in his name, to
others. "All ye are brethren," is the Lord’s standard, and is not to be forgotten when we hold
communion with him, and celebrate his redemptive work, and our common-union with him and
with each other as members of his body.

6. Nevertheless, in every little group of the Lord’s people, in every little Ecclesia, or body of
Christ, as we have already pointed out, the Scriptures indicate that there should be order, and that
a part of that order is that there should be "elders in every Church." While each member of

the Ecclesia, the New Creation, has a sufficient ordination of the Lord to permit him to take any
part in connection with the Memorial Supper, yet the Church, in electing elders, indicates that they
should be representatives of the entire Ecclesia in respect to such matters as this. Therefore, the
duty of arranging and ministering this Memorial would devolve upon them as a service to which
they have already been selected by the Church.

7. Our Lord’s declaration, "Where two or three of you are met together in my name, there am [ in
the midst" -- shows us conclusively that, wherever it is possible, this memorial should be
celebrated in company with fellow-members of the body. The blessing attached was intended to
draw the members one toward the other, not only in this annual gathering, but whenever possible.
Wherever even two or three may meet to claim this promise, it being impossible or inconvenient
to meet with a larger group, they are privileged to celebrate as a Church, as an Ecclesia, complete;
and even where an individual may be so circumstanced that he cannot possibly meet with others,
we suggest that his faith go out with sufficient strength to the Lord to claim the promise --
regarding the Lord and himself as the two. We advise that such unavoidable isolation be not
permitted to hinder any from the annual celebration of the great sacrifice
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for sin, and of our participation in it with our Lord; that the solitary individual provide bread --
3



(unleavened bread, if obtainable -- such as soda biscuit or water cracker) and fruit of the vine
(raisin juice or grape juice or wine*) and that he celebrate in communion of spirit with the Lord
and with the fellow-members of the body, from whom he is of necessity separated.

An Order of Service

8. Since the Lord laid down no rule or order of service it is not for us to do so -- yet without
impropriety we believe we may suggest what commends itself to us as a moderate, reasonable,
orderly celebration of this Memorial. We do so, not with the intention of making a rule or law, but
with the view of assisting to a moderate view of the matter some who have been used to elaborate
service and others who have been accustomed to nothing of the kind. Let our expression, then, be
considered merely in the light of suggestion, subject to such modification, etc., as may seem
advisable. It is as follows:

(1) The opening of the service with one or more hymns, appropriate to the occasion -- of
solemn spirit, and drawing the mind in the direction of the Memorial.

(2) Prayer for divine blessing upon the assembly, and especially upon those who shall
participate, remembering also fellow-members of the same body, known to us and
unknown, in all the world, and especially such as are celebrating this Memorial on its
anniversary.

*So far as we are able to judge, the Lord used fermented wine when he instituted this
Memorial. Nevertheless, in view of his not specifying wine, but simply "fruit of the vine," and in
view also of the fact that the alcoholic habit has obtained so great and so evil a power in our
day, we believe we have the Lord’s approval in the use of unfermented grape juice, or raisin
juice, to which, if convenient, a few drops of fermented wine may be added, so as to satisfy the
consciences of any who might be inclined to consider that obedience to the Lord’s example
would require the use of fermented wine. In this manner there will be no danger to any of the
Lord’s brethren, even the weakest in the flesh.
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(3) The Elder officiating might read an account of the original institution of the Memorial
from the Scriptures.

(4) He or another Elder might then present an account of the matter, type and antitype,
either speaking extemporaneously or with equal propriety, if he please, reading some such
explanation of the entire matter as, for instance, the foregoing dissertation.

(5) Calling attention to the fact that our Lord blessed the bread before he broke it, the
leader might now call upon some competent brother to ask a blessing upon the bread, or --
none present but himself being competent -- he should invoke the divine blessing upon the
bread and upon those who would partake of it, that the eyes of their understanding might
be opened widely to an appreciation or comprehension of the depths of meaning properly
attaching to it, and that all participating might have blessed communion with the Lord in
the use of this symbol of his flesh and to make renewal of their own consecration to be
broken with him.

(6) One of the crackers or pieces of unleavened bread might then be broken, using the
Lord’s words, "This is my body, broken for you; eat ye all of it"; and the platter might be
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served by one of the brethren or by the officiating person himself; or, if the congregation
were a large one, a number of plates of bread might be served simultaneously by two, four,
six or any necessary number of the consecrated brethren.

(7) Silence would well be maintained during the passing of the emblems, except that brief
remarks, much to the point respecting the signification of the bread, and how we feed upon
the Lord, might not be inappropriate -- though generally it would be well that this matter
be covered either by the leader or some other speaker when explaining the signification of
the celebration in general, before the distribution, that the communion of the participants
be not intruded upon.

(8) A blessing should then be asked upon the cup, even as we read our Lord "took the cup
and blessed it," and gave to
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his disciples. Some brother might be called upon for this prayer of thanks, and of request
for the Lord’s blessing upon those participating, and it should be similarly served in
quietness.

(9) The service being thus ended, we advise that the course of the Lord and the apostles be
followed to the end -- that a hymn be sung in conclusion, and the congregation thus
dismissed -- without any concluding prayer. We advise that on this occasion the usual
greetings, inquiries for health, etc., be dispensed with, and that each go to his home
avoiding, as far as possible, anything that might disturb his reflections and communion, and
that so far as possible each seek to continue to commune, not only on that night, but during
the following day, having in memory the Lord’s experiences in Gethsemane, and his need of
sympathy and help, and the fact that each member of his body may also have Gethsemane
occasions, and need the comfort and help of fellow-disciples.

9. Of the Master it is written, "Of the people there was none with him" -- none able to sympathize
with him in his own hour of trial. With us it is different. We have fellow-members of the body,
similarly baptized into death, similarly pledged to be "broken" as members of the one loaf, and
accepted and anointed with the same holy Spirit. And as we remember this, let us the more
earnestly seek to be helpful to the fellow-members of the body, remembering that whatsoever is
done to the least member of the body is done unto the Head, and is appreciated by him. We can
appropriately remember at the same time the example of Peter -- his earnest impulsiveness, as a
servant of the Lord, and yet his weakness in a moment of trial, and his need of the Lord’s help and
prayers. "l have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not." To remember this may be a special aid to
us, as it undoubtedly was subsequently to the Apostle Peter. It will enable us all the more to look
to the Lord for "grace to help in every time of need."

It will be well at the same time that we remember Judas, and that his fall came through selfishness
-- ambition, covetousness;
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and as we remember how through this door of selfishness Satan more and more entered into him,
it may help us to be on our guard lest we should similarly fall into a snare of the Adversary; lest
we, for any consideration, should deny the Lord that bought us; lest we should ever in any sense of
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the word betray the Lord or his brethren or his Truth. Let us through the day following have in
memory our dear Redeemer’s experiences; not only that we may thus enter the more keenly into
sympathy with him, but additionally that we may not think strange of the fiery trials which may be
permitted to come upon us as his followers, but that we may follow him to the consummation and
ever keep in memory his dying words, "It is finished," and realize that this meant a completion of
his sin-offering on our behalf, so that through his stripes we may realize ourselves healed, and so
that we may also realize that he ever liveth to make intercession for us, and to render us
assistance in every time of need.



