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areas of government to address the threats of terrorism.  
They implement legislation, policies, and procedures 
to secure their citizens at home and abroad.  This peace 

is fraught with fear at best, 
waiting for the next event to 
break it.  World peace, in our 
day, is almost an oxymoron.  

God’s PeaCe 
But  there is  a  peace 

that supersedes the peace 
mankind pursues.  External 
forces do not affect it.  The 
peace that God possesses 
is total and absolute and 
nothing can disturb it.  The 
source of God’s peace is 
from His own vast, inherent, 

righteous resources of power, wisdom and ability.  
Peace is the natural effect of His inherent goodness.  
God’s personal peace is not a result of everything 
in creation being at peace with Him.  In fact, He 
is coexisting with the disorder and trouble that has 
plagued His creation.  His human and spiritual families 
have willfully ignored his purposes.  Lucifer, the 
Morning Star, fell from heaven and rebelliously defied 
all of God’s purposes.  God’s perfect creation on earth 
has been damaged and marred by the ugliness of sin.  
In all this God maintains His perfect peace.  He rests 
peacefully because no one has the power to disrupt His 
plans for His creation.  He is at peace because His peace 
is not dependent on outward circumstances.  

seek the PeaCe WhiCh Comes From God
Jesus possessed the peace of God and this same peace 

should be sought by his followers.  We cannot possess 
the same peace God has because we do not have the 
same characteristics and qualities inherent in God.  But, 
we can possess, and should pursue, the peace which 

In all of the uncertainties of life it is only natural 
to feel apprehensive, perhaps even fearful, about the 
future.  Staying abreast with current events, the state 
of our economy, the stock 
market, trends in the media 
and culture, reinforces those 
feelings.  We read of conflicts 
between nations and between 
ethnicities, conflicts between 
races for real and perceived 
injustices, and conflicts 
and a t roci t ies  be tween 
religious ideologies.  Yet, as 
believers and followers of 
Christ we are told to be at 
peace.  Jesus said, “Do not 
let your heart be troubled…” 
(John 14:1), and again, 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not 
as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your 
heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful” (John 14:27).

But how can one find peace? 

Worldly PeaCe 
People often seek peace through wealth, believing 

that financial security will guarantee peace.  Wealth 
certainly removes the stress of worrying about many 
everyday matters.  But a peace of heart based on 
finances or possessions is dependent on the presence of 
those resources.  When they are unobtainable or lost, 
then a peace based on them is also lost.  This type of 
peace is transitory.

Governments and nations seek peace from conflict, 
war, violence and terrorism.  They seek to make 
agreements and accords to accomplish a cessation or 
prevention of hostile activities between entities at odds 
with each other.  They build armies, navies, arsenals and 
defense systems to both defend their countries and to be 
deterrents against aggression.  They task and empower 

“Peace I leave with you...”  — John 14:27

hoPE
for a

fEar-fillEd World
Many people have a great sense 
of fear when they look at world 
conditions, but the Scriptures 
give us reason to hope for a 
better world, and for everlasting 
life.  This booklet explains how 

God’s promises are a great source of comfort.
If you would like to learn more about finding an 

abiding peace in tumultuous times ask for your free copy 
of the 32 page booklet “Hope for a Fear-Filled World”.

To download a copy online or to order a copy
of this booklet visit us at

www.chicagobible.org/hope
or mail the attached coupon.

Other information, including a listing of webcast events,
literature and other Bible study materials, is available

on our website at: www.chicagobible.org

“Peace I leave with you...”  — John 14:27

What is the Bible?
The Bible may be compared to a magnificent
 edifice that took seventeen centuries to build:
•   Its architect and builder is God
•   Like this beautiful world, it bears everywhere
 the impress of a Divine hand
•   This majestic temple contains 66 chambers of
 unequal size; 66 books of the Old and
 New Testaments
•   Each of the 31,173 verses is a stone, a panel of the
 building which is a Temple more glorious by far
 than that of Solomon or Zerubabbel
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lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not 
break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also” (Matthew 6:20-21).  The Greek 
word translated heart is “kardia” (Strong’s #2588).  It 
means, “the heart, figuratively the thoughts or feelings”.  
Jesus states this simply in Mark 12:30, “And thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: 
this is the first commandment”.  To develop this kind of 
love, one needs to study the word of God.  In it one can 
find the true meaning of what the love of God is. “For 
the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than 
any two-edged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, 
and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of 
the heart” (Hebrews 4:12).

When Jesus said, “Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid,” he was indicating that fear is 
an enemy of peace.  But we are also 
told, “There is no fear in love; but 
perfect love casteth out fear: because 
fear hath torment.  He that feareth is not 
made perfect in love” (1 John 4:18).  As 
our love for the Lord Jesus grows our 
own fears and uncertainties lessen.  This 
doesn’t happen because we discount 
our fears; it happens because the power 
of love (for God, Jesus, and others) overcomes fear.

PerFeCt PeaCe =
Contentment in God’s Will + AgApe love

When a Christian is not at peace, one or both of the 
two elements in the above formula should be considered: 
1) contentment in the Father’s will may be deficient, or 2) 
the heart is focused on self, revealing the lack of agape 
love.  “Agape” is the Greek word that the Scriptures often 
use for love.  It describes a perfect, unconditional love for 
others.  It is not focused on one self.

An example of these two principles is shown in Paul’s 
letter to the Philippians.  “Therefore, my brethren, dearly 
beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in 
the Lord, my dearly beloved… Be careful for nothing; (be 
anxious for nothing, or do not have a troubled heart) but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known unto God.  And the peace of 
God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:1, 6-7).

In this text Paul expressed genuine concern and love 
for his brethren.  He encouraged them to not let anything 
trouble them, but to take all their requests to the Lord in 
prayer.  He mentioned part of the key to unlocking the 
power of prayer when he said to pray with thanksgiving.  
Thanksgiving shows a heart appreciation for God.  Fully 
accepting God’s answer to our prayers brings great peace 
and contentment.  The peace of God which passes the 
understanding of natural men fills the hearts and minds of 
God’s children and is evident in all of their interactions.

PeaCe throuGh Prayer
The degree of peace in a Christian’s life is a direct 

reflection of their closeness to the 
Lord.  The Apostle Peter says (Phillips 
translation), “You can throw the whole 
weight of your anxieties upon him, for 
you are his personal concern” (1 Peter 
5:7).  All of our thoughts, desires, 
decisions, activities and concerns can 
be presented to the Lord in prayer.  
There is not one thing that affects 
us that does not also concern our 
Heavenly Father.  James 4:8 tells us, 

“Draw near to God and He will draw 
near to you”.  The purpose of prayer 
is communion and conversation with 
God.  It is our lifeline to God from 
which we draw hope, courage, peace, 
understanding, and blessing.  Prayer 

often changes our attitude about the circumstances we 
are in.  It is the vehicle by which we are able to immerse 
ourselves into Him.  We must be careful not to think that 
He doesn’t care or that He doesn’t hear when we don’t get 
an immediate answer to our prayers.  The passage of time 
often serves to better prepare us for His answer.

The times we live in are tumultuous and fearful.  The 
Lord Jesus offers a solution to our fears - the peace of God.  
Attaining this peace is not an easy task and the process 
of achieving it will have setbacks.  God’s encouragement 
through: His written word, other Christians, His guidance 
in our lives, His accessibility by prayer, and His Holy Spirit 
helps us overcome our setbacks.  Because God’s peace 
is based on our confidence in Him, we can have an inner 
peace despite our experiences and outward circumstances.  
By developing a greater love for others and a deeper 
contentment in God’s leading we can reduce, or eliminate, 
our fears.  The closer we draw to our Heavenly Father the 
greater, and stronger, our peace will be.  Without His help, 
we would not be able to attain His peace.

satisfaction in the Lord’s providence brought peace to 
Jesus, and following this example, the mature Christian 
also rests in God’s guidance.

What is love?
A foundational doctrine taught in the Scriptures is that 

God is love (1 John 4:16).  This love is seen in His son Jesus 
who was, and even now is, rejected by many (1 Corinthians 
16:22).  By coming to know God’s love, one desires to be 
righteous.  This love brings self-control, especially when 
angry (Matthew 5:22), and the desire for the good of others.  
A facet of love is the ability to forgive when wronged in any 

way by another (Matthew 6:9-15; 
18:27-35).

The Apostle Paul understood that 
the greatest expression of love is the 
example of Jesus Christ.  A well-
known scripture is John 3:16, “For 
God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life”.  
God loved his human creation so 
much that He was willing to let “His 
only begotten Son” sacrifice himself 
to give mankind an opportunity for 
life through a resurrection.  This 
demonstrated the meaning of love.  

“And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath 
given himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 
sweet-smelling savour” (Ephesians 5:2).

A rejection of Jesus would be a rejection of God’s love, 
the love that God wants us to obtain.  God’s love is seen in 
1 John 3:16 (Phillips Translation). “We know what love is 
because Christ laid down his life for us.  We must in turn 
lay down our lives for our brothers”.  This expression of 
love is so important that Jesus made it a commandment.  
“This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I 
have loved you.  Greater love hath no man than this, that 
a man lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:12, 13).  
The principle that Jesus is teaching is that we must love 
others - even putting them above, or before, ourselves.

Our love for others is demonstrated in our actions and 
motivated by our heart.  “A good man out of the good 
treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and 
an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth 
forth that which is evil: for out of the abundance of the 
heart his mouth speaketh” (Luke 6:45).

Jesus taught us that a heart developed in love would 
endure past this temporary earthly life when he said, “But 

God gives.  The Apostle Paul tells us that “God hath 
called us to peace” (1 Corinthians 7:15) and to “live in 
peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you” 
(2 Corinthians 13:11).  In John 14, Jesus tells his disciples 
that God will send the Holy Spirit to be a comforter which 
will teach them.  Then he teaches them that he is the 
channel through which God’s peace is given.  He said, 
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as 
the world giveth, give I unto you.  Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid” (John 14:27).

The peace of God is what Jesus offers to his followers.  
The Apostle Paul tells us that this peace is the end 
result of faith, and without faith 
it is impossible to please God 
(Hebrews 11:6).  There is a 
definite relationship between 
faith in God and peace of heart.  
This peace is manifested by our 
life course adjustments and the 
perspective we take based on the 
realization that God is sovereign 
in our lives.  As such, we have a 
strong and sure confidence in His 
ability to overrule and direct our 
lives, resulting in a strong inner 
peace.  This is what Paul tells us 
in Romans 5:1, “Therefore, being 
justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”.  This peace 
sustains us through life because it is not based on self-
confidence, nor possessions, but in a full confidence in 
God.  It is this very confidence in God that allows us to 
have a stable and peaceful outlook on life, no matter what 
our life experiences.  One must consider that if our inner 
peace is lost in times of trial, duress, worry, or trouble, 
then that peace may not be from God.

a Formula For PeaCe:
PeaCe oF God = Contentment + love

Contentment is a satisfaction with what one is or 
has.  True contentment is directly related to a personal 
relationship with God, total trust in His will and the removal 
of self will from all matters.  Contentment comes because 
of an acknowledgement of God’s hand in our lives and our 
willingness to work with, accept, and submit to His hand.

The Apostle Paul said, “But godliness with contentment 
is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6). Godliness means to be 
devout, to have piety and reverence.  Together, godliness 
and contentment describe the proper Christian attitude—a 
reverential tone and an attitude of acceptance.  Complete 


