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“...giving all diligence, add to your faith...”
— 2 Peter 1:5-8 —

“...giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control
perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. For if these things
are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” — 2 Peter 1:5-8

What is the Bible?
The Bible may be compared to a magnificent
edifice that took seventeen centuries to build:
• Its architect and builder is God
• Like this beautiful world, it bears everywhere
the impress of a Divine hand
• This majestic temple contains 66 chambers of
unequal size; 66 books of the Old and
New Testaments
• Each of the 31,173 verses is a stone, a panel of the
building which is a Temple more glorious by far
than that of Solomon or Zerubbabel
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as outlined throughout prophecy.
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a pollution-free earth. Discover this beautiful day which
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To discover the enlightening truths relating to this evil day
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End time prophecy indicates that at
the time of the Lord’s second advent,
activities among people would be much
like that of Sodom and Gomorrah.
(Genesis 18:20-19:28) The Apostle Paul
stated of our time: “in the last days... men
(people) will be lovers of pleasures more
than lovers of God...” (See 2 Timothy
3:1-7) Knowing that the times in which
we live would bring great pressure upon
Christians to be influenced by worldly
thinking, the Apostle Peter admonished
Christians, “Seeing that all these things
shall be dissolved [this present evil
world] what manner of persons ought
ye to be in all holy conversation and
godliness?” (2 Peter 3:11)
As we see that this present social
structure is being dissolved, it is timely
for Christians to reset their moral clocks, so to speak, in order
to evaluate whether they have allowed the moral standards of
the world to be their guide, or whether they have continued in
the only safe path of righteousness—that which is laid out in the
Word of God. “...seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be
ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord’s anger.” (Zephaniah 2:3)
Moral Relativism vs. God’s Standards
We live in an era when moral standards are not absolute
but are subject to change, depending on the popular culture
of the time. This moral relativism presents a great challenge
for Christians to sort out what is truly virtuous. Our culture
emphasizes political correctness, and in an effort to reach out
to everyone, some of today’s churches adopt this unscriptural
reasoning and condone all manner of worldly practices
such as drunkenness, gambling, unwed couples living
together, abortions, adultery as well as homosexuality and
transgenderism. Influenced by current culture, these churches
not only condone, but even invite and applaud behavior which
is strictly forbidden under the moral code of conduct set forth
in the Bible.
One of the most obvious and recent examples of
moral relativism permeating the news today is the gender
reassignment of an internationally famous individual. Such
behavior is forbidden under the Law of God: “A woman shall
not wear man's clothing, nor shall a man put on a woman's

clothing; for whoever does these things is
an abomination to the LORD your God.”
(Deuteronomy 22:5 NAS) Not only so, but
this behavior is also considered to be better
addressed by psychological counseling
by well respected psychologists such as
Dr. Paul McHugh, the former chair of
the Department of Psychiatry at Johns
Hopkins University. He cites a recent study
which revealed that the suicide rate among
individuals who had gender reassignment
surgery is 20 times higher than the suicide
rate among non-transgenders. (See The
Wall Street Journal, “Transgender Surgery
Isn't the Solution,” June 12, 2014.)
God’s Love in His Moral Code
It is claimed by some that because God
is love, He must love everyone, whatever
their life-style of choice, as long as it is socially acceptable
and not “hurting” anyone. Yes, God IS love, but because He
loves, He also sets down righteous laws to live by, so that His
creation might live in health and harmony with one another. To
think otherwise is to ignore the Scriptures that teach that the
Christian is to “abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against
the soul.” Not only should we obey the moral standards of
God’s Word, we should not even give the appearance of evil. (1
Peter 2:11; 1 Thessalonians 5:22) Therefore, while we love the
individual, we must teach what is right and wrong in the eyes
of our Creator. “Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is
evil; cling to what is good.” (Romans 12:9) “For when for the
time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you
again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and
are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat...
strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those
who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both
good and evil.” (Hebrews 5:12-14)
Who Bears Responsibility for Moral Erosion?
Although the news media and entertainment industries
bear much responsibility for normalizing what God calls
reprehensible acts, we must remember that the world is not
claiming to be led by Biblical standards. But the shepherds of
the flock are greatly responsible for teaching and exhibiting
high moral standards in the church. However, it is the
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responsibility of each individual Christian to live in harmony
with the standards set forth in the Bible to the best of their
ability. Christians are to be lights in the world, holding up the
standard of Biblical principles and practicing what we preach.
(Matthew 5:14) But, when careless living is not challenged by
the truth of God’s righteous laws of conduct, hypocrisy becomes
the standard.
A case in point is evident in the many scandals that have
rocked the world’s churches in the past few decades, and
the degree of depravity is appalling. Until revealed in 2002,
the Roman Catholic Church had kept hidden the devastating
problem of sexual predators among its
priesthood to avert a scandal and preserve
its own interests. According to a study by
researchers from John Jay College of Criminal
Justice in New York City, approximately
4,400 priests and deacons abused more than
11,000 minors from 1950 to 2002— and
this is only recent history where credible
allegations can be documented by actual
victims. Those who put their trust in the
Catholic system have surely had their faith
shaken by such hypocrisy. Although this
case is extreme, it points out the importance
of not trusting in earthly organizations, but
looking only to the pure example of Christ.
It is the responsibility of each Christian to work out his own
salvation. (Philippians 2:12) One should seek to learn what
God’s perspective is on morality through His holy Word, leave
the company of those who practice moral depravity, and seek
the company of those who exhibit a higher Christian standard.
“If Ye Do These Things, Ye Shall Never Fall” 2 Peter 1:10
The world may choose any life-style desired, but if one
claims to be Christian they have stated their desire to live a
godly life. Our theme text gives the formula for living a godly
life, however, the Christian must also use spiritual common
sense. If the Christian has given over their will to an addiction,
then they have not given their will completely to God. “All
things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the
power of any.” (1 Corinthians 6:12) Thus, where there is no
direct command, the child of God will make earnest strides to
live in conformity to the principles of righteousness set forth
in the Bible that they might glorify God: “For ye are bought
with a price: therefore glorify God in your body...” (See 1
Corinthians 6:9-20 and Romans 6:4-18)
In our theme text, the Apostle Peter sets forth guidelines
from which to make spiritually healthy choices and mature
decisions as Christians.
“...giving all diligence...”
The first admonition of Peter is to be diligent about this
endeavor to develop in Christian character. The Apostle Paul
stated it even more forcefully, “I buffet my body and make it
my slave...” (1 Corinthians 9:27 NAS) He also stated that “the
flesh sets its desire against the spirit and the spirit against the
flesh.” (See Galatians 5:16-21) Character development does not

come easy, and it is a process of diligent study, experience and
prayer— applying the knowledge we learn from the Scriptures
to the experiences the Lord permits in our lives to refine and
crystallize our New Creatures in Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:17)
“...add to your faith virtue...”
Having declared that it takes diligence, one is to add to
his faith—not just a blind faith, nor one that has been built
upon error—but, as it indicates in the Greek, faith is being
fully persuaded in a system of Gospel truth. (See Strong’s
Concordance #G4102) Hence, it is of paramount importance
that one study to know the doctrines, otherwise, one might
be building a character upon an unstable
foundation that is lame and weak. (See 1
Corinthians 3:11-19)
Then, we are to add to that solid faith
virtue, or as translated in the New American
Standard, “moral excellence.” There is
only one pattern from which to get a clear
understanding of virtue, and that is from the
only man who lived a life “holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners”—the
man Christ Jesus. (Hebrews 7:26) Like
our Master, we should strive to live to a
higher moral standard than the world in our
conduct, our dress, our speech and even
our thoughts. And, when we fail, we must
remember that we have an advocate who covers our unintentional
weaknesses and thus, go quickly in prayer for forgiveness.
“...add to virtue knowledge...”
The Apostle Paul warned of a zeal for God that is not
based upon the proper knowledge of God and His plans. He
truly thought he was doing God’s service when he zealously
persecuted Christians. (Acts 26:9-15) From wisdom gained
through experience, Paul made the following observation of
misguided zeal:
“...I bear them record that they have a zeal for God,
but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant
of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their
own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the
righteousness of God.” (Romans 10:2, 3) Therefore, it is
important to study God’s Word so that we do not, in our
immaturity or ignorance, work against God’s will, or worse,
like Judas, become rebellious.
Jesus prayed to his Father on behalf of his Church: “Sanctify
them by thy truth: Thy Word is truth.” (John 17:17) Being
sanctified is to be set apart from the world for God’s service.
God has provided ample knowledge of His character, plans
and purposes in His Word, but it takes effort on our part to
come to an accurate knowledge of the truth. (2 Timothy 2:15)
“...add to knowledge self-control...”
The Bible sets before the Christian limits or boundaries to
hold in check the natural fallen tendencies of his flesh. God
set boundaries upon the first man and woman to keep them
pure and to sustain their lives in a perfect environment; He
warned them not to eat of one particular tree or they would
die. This test of obedience seems simple to us now, for we

have over 6,000 years of experience with the knowledge of
good and evil. But to Adam and Eve, the test was a matter
of inexperience with the bitter consequences of sin. They
believed God, but they had not learned to trust Him and His
codes of conduct to keep them safe.
Self-control means making “straight paths for your feet,
lest that which is lame [easily tempted] be turned out of the
way.” (Hebrews 12:13) As we mature in our Christian walk,
we should be keenly aware of our weak spots, and we should
ask for God’s help in avoiding those influences which we know
to be evil. It is our responsibility, as Christians, to watch and
to “pray that ye enter not into temptation:
the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh
is weak.” (See Matthew 6:13; 26:41)
“...add to self-control perseverance...
Perseverance is the ability to patiently
endure under trial, temptation and pressures
from without and within. The Apostle Paul
says that the experiences that test our
patience are for our good:
“Now, no chastening for the present
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous:
nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them
which are exercised thereby.” (Hebrews
12:11) James confirms this thought: “...the
trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have
her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting
nothing.” (James 1:2-4) If we resist God’s workmanship in
us, we shall never be complete and mature as New Creatures
in Christ. (Refer to Ephesians 4:11-14)
“...add to perseverance godliness...
As we gain knowledge, we gain strength of faith and
it becomes easier to be virtuous. We also find it more
advantageous to exercise self-control and patience. As we
replace our immoral thoughts and behaviors with virtuous
thoughts and practices, we find ourselves growing more and
more godlike—adding one character attribute upon the other.
“...add to godliness brotherly kindness...”
The Christian should be the most kindhearted and gentle
toward all, but in particular toward his brethren in Christ.
“As we therefore have opportunity, let us do good unto all
men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.”
(Galatians 6:10) It is a kindness to our brethren that we strive
to be an example of God’s righteousness in our lives. “Be
ye an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in
charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” (1 Timothy 4:12)
Jesus encouraged his disciples to take brotherly kindness
a step further, stating, “Greater love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his friends.” (John 15:13) The
Apostle John stated that Jesus laid down his life for us, and,
therefore, “we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren...”
(See 1 John 3:14-18)
“...add to brotherly kindness love...”
The greatest of all the commandments is love. Jesus
said that upon this—the love of God and the love of

thy neighbor as thyself—hangs the whole Law of God.
(Matthew 22:37-40) Love is long-suffering and kind,
it envies not and does not boast, does not behave in a
crude manner, nor is it bigoted. Love does not hold a
grudge, nor does it rejoice in wrong doing, but rejoices in
righteousness and truth. Love covers the sins of others and
believes in the good of others. (See 1 Corinthians 13:1-13)
Go and Sin No More
When a consecrated child of God has learned what it means
to live a virtuous life and finds that they have not lived up
to the perfect standard, it is comforting
to recall what Jesus said to the man who
had been cleansed from sin—go and “sin
no more.” (John 5:14) It is important to
recognize a sin for what it is, to then thank
the Lord for opening our eyes to it, repent
of it and turn away from it. Using the
lessons learned from our experience in the
failure of our flesh, we have an opportunity
to grow in knowledge and grace.
It is impossible for the fallen flesh to
walk perfectly, and so we must keep in mind
the Scripture that states “a just man falleth
seven times and riseth up again.” (Proverbs
24:16) Those who have accepted Christ
as their redeemer and who have given their wills to God are
invited to go “boldly before the throne of grace,” and by the
strength of the Lord, go and “sin no more.” (Hebrews 4:16)
God will forgive our sins through the merit of His Son if
we come to him in humility and sincerity of heart. He that
seeks to put away the deeds of the flesh to the best of his
ability and who trusts in the redeemer’s merit to compensate
for unintentional shortcomings is counted as righteous in
God’s sight. (See Galatians 6:8 and 2 Corinthians 7:1) How
merciful is our God who accepts the perfect heart intentions
of the truly consecrated, instead of the absolute perfection
of the flesh. Yes, so far as our flesh is concerned we cannot
walk up to the Spirit’s requirements, but our minds can walk
according to the Spirit. What our Heavenly Father seeks in us
is perfection of intention—as complete control of our flesh
as possible, by His grace.
God’s children have been given the responsibility and great
privilege of being ambassadors of His Kingdom. (2 Corinthians
5:20) We are to be “blameless, the Sons of God, without rebuke,
in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye
shine as lights in the world...” (Philippians 2:15) Now is not
the time for this world in general to learn righteousness. At
this time, God is refining only those who willingly put their
lives in His hands. In due time—when the Church is glorified,
having been proven faithful under the trying circumstances of
this present evil world—the remainder of mankind will have
their opportunity to learn righteousness under the direction of
Christ and his Church. With Satan bound, the inhabitants of
the world will walk up the highway of holiness to perfection.
(Isaiah 26:9; 35:8-10; 1 Corinthians 6:2 and Revelation 20:2, 3)

