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“Left Behind” is based on futurist interpretation of 

prophecies in the Biblical books of Revelation, Daniel, 

Isaiah and Ezekiel.  

The authors are Tim Le Haye and Jerry Jenkins.
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“Left Behind” tells the story of the end times (set in 

the contemporary era), in which true believers in 

Christ have been “raptured,” (taken instantly to 

heaven) leaving the world shattered and chaotic. 
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As people scramble for answers, a 

relatively unknown Romanian 

politician named Nicolae Jetty 

Carpathia rises to become 

secretary-general of the United 

Nations, promising to restore 

peace and stability to all nations. 

What most of the world does not 

realize is that Carpathia is actually 

the Antichrist foretold in the Bible. 
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Tim Le Haye “Left Behind” series 

“Left Behind” has sold 65 million copies and holds an 

alternate view of Biblical “days” of great  influence

Multiple books have been on the New York Times 

best-seller list. Starting in 2000, Books 7 and 8 
reached number one on the list followed by book 10, 
which debuted at number one. 



6

Jerry Falwell said 

about the 1st book in 

the series: 

“In terms of its 

impact on Christianity, 

it's probably greater 

than that of any other 

book in modern times, 

outside the Bible.”
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What we wish to examine

• Roman Catholic criticism of “Left Behind”

• Our position “…We discuss PRINCIPLES, 

DOCTRINES, ALWAYS; individuals, NEVER!”

• The futurist single man “Antichrist” and seven years 

of tribulation actually originates from the Roman 

Catholic response to Protestants

• The historical position of the Protestant church

• What the Bible teaches about “Days” and “Weeks” 

and Daniel’s 70 weeks
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What we wish to examine

• Ptolemy’s Canon and confusion in dating the 

beginning of the 70 weeks of Daniel

• Greek history establishes the dating of Nehemiah’s 

commission to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem as 

454 BC – this time works perfectly without the Tim 

Le Haye “gap” for the 70th week.

• Conclusion – the 70 weeks are one complete unit 

that take us from the rebuilding of the wall of 

Jerusalem through the ministry and crucifixion of 

Jesus, concluding with Acts 9th chapter (36 AD)
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A Roman Catholic Rebuttal to the 

Tim LeHaye “Left Behind” Series

“The destruction of death involves the resurrection of 

the dead—all of the dead, not just some dead, or 

death would not have been destroyed. This occurs in 

Revelation 20:13–14, which is after the Millennium (cf. 

Rev. 20:1–6). http://www.catholic.com/documents/false-profit-money-prejudice-and-bad-theology-in-tim-lahaye’s-left-

behind-series
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“Thus Christ reigns—along with the saints (cf. Rev. 

20:4–6)—in heaven, and this reign is extended on 
earth through the Church, which is an expression of 

the mystery of the kingdom of God (cf. Luke 17:20–

21). Thus, we are presently living in the golden age 
of Christ’s reign. [emphasis added]

Some may think that the current age doesn’t seem 

very golden, but this is due to a problem of 

perspective….”

http://www.catholic.com/documents/false-profit-money-prejudice-and-bad-theology-in-tim-lahaye’s-left-behind-series
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Comments: Agree that Tim Le Haye’s
exposition is in error. Also agree with the 
exposition of Revelation 20:13–14
as following the thousand years

“And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and 

death and hell delivered up the dead which were in 

them: and they were judged every man according to 

their works.

And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This 

is the second death.”
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Comments: Disagree with: 
“Thus Christ reigns—along with the saints 

in heaven, and this reign is extended on

earth through the Church”

The scriptures speak against such a view:

1Corinthians 4:8  Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye 

have reigned as kings without us: and I would to God 

ye did reign, that we also might reign with you.

2Timothy 2:12  If  we suffer, we shall also reign with 

him: if  we deny him, he also will deny us:
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Comments:  There is a problem with
Revelation 20:5 used in the 
Catholic rebuttal to Tim Le Haye

“And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and 

judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of 

them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, 

and for the word of God, and which had not 

worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had 

received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their 

hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a 

thousand years. But the rest of the dead lived not 

again until the thousand years were finished. This is

the first resurrection.” 
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Examining one of the oldest Bible 
manuscripts, the Codex Sinaiticus (~340 AD)
gives a different reading of Revelation 20:5
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Examining one of the oldest Bible 
manuscripts, the Codex Sinaiticus
gives a different reading of Revelation 20:5

“And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and 

judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of 

them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, 

and for the word of God, and which had not 

worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had 

received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their 

hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a 

thousand years. This is the first resurrection.” 
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Examining one of the oldest Bible 
manuscripts, the Codex Sinaiticus
gives a different reading of Rev. 20:5

The phrase does not appear: 

“But the rest of the dead lived not again until the 

thousand years were finished.”

Now, in one sense, the full resurrection or re-standing 

will not take place until mankind passes through the 

last test by Satan called the “Little Season” Rev. 20:3

But the evidence inclines towards Rev. 20:5 being an 

addition to the words of Revelation. 
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Comments:  “…we are presently living in

the golden age of Christ’s reign…

Some may think that the current age

doesn’t seem very golden, but this is due

to a problem of perspective….”

Really?
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“They shall not hurt nor destroy in all 
my holy mountain, saith the LORD.”

Isaiah 65:25
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“For, behold, I create new heavens and a new 
earth: and the former shall not be remembered, 

nor come into mind.” Isaiah 65:17 
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“And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet 
Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place 

where it was written; The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; 

he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the 

acceptable year of the Lord.  And he closed the book” 
Luke 4:17-20

Our Lord Jesus announced 
the church’s mission
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One additional criticism the Roman 

Catholic rebuttal did not mention…

Roman Catholic Jesuit priest 
Francisco di Ribera (1537-1591) 
wrote a commentary on 
Revelation to help deflect 
attention away from accusations 
that the Catholic church fulfilled 
the prophecies about the 
“Antichrist,” “666,” the “Man of 
Sin” and the “Great Harlot”



Charles Taze Russell, The Battle of Armageddon ; p.iv (1916)

“…we wish to state most                   

emphatically that we are saying nothing 

whatever against godly Christians anywhere, 

at any time, whether in any church or out of 

any church…”
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Before going further

…a wise word



Charles Taze Russell, The Battle of Armageddon ; p.iv (1916)

“…We discuss PRINCIPLES, DOCTRINES, 

ALWAYS; individuals, NEVER!”
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Francisco di Ribera 

died in 1591 what kind 

of  criticism did his 

commentary hope to 

address? 
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While many Christians today have 
no knowledge of the history, the 
Reformers were all in agreement 
on one thing — the system of the 
church of Rome was the foretold 
“Man of Sin” and the “Antichrist.”

This dedication of the King James Bible
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Critically important “that man of 
sin” was not an individual – but was 

the entire system of Papacy
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The dedication was following a long line 
of interpretation

Listing of interpreters of Antichrist from  
http://www.remnantofgod.org/4fathers.htm
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The dedication was following a long line 
of interpretation
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Futurists embrace 

Catholic theology 

Francisco Ribera, Commentary on 

the Apocalypse of blessed John, 
Apostle and Evangelist 

B[eati] Ioannis Apostoli, & Evangelistiae

Apocalypsin Commentarii (1591)
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Futurists embrace 

Catholic theology 

Francisco Ribera, Commentary on 

the Apocalypse of blessed John, 
Apostle and Evangelist 

B[eati] Ioannis Apostoli, & Evangelistiae

Apocalypsin Commentarii (1591)

Ribera set forth that the Antichrist, 
a single individual, would:

• Persecute and blaspheme the 
saints

• Rebuild the temple in Jerusalem
• Abolish the Christian religion
• Deny Jesus Christ

• Destroy Rome
• Be received by the Jews
• Pretend to be God

• Kill the two witnesses of God
• Conquer the world

To accomplish this, Ribera 
proposed that the 1260 days and 
42 months and 3½ times of 

prophecy were not 1260 years as 
based on the year-day principle but 
a literal 3½ years
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This sounds like the first draft for “Left Behind”
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What does the Bible teach?
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Let us begin with “weeks” –
No controversy here



44

The Bible speaks of:

• “Days” 

• “Weeks” 

• “Months” 

• “Years” 

• “Times”

Some basic ideas where there is even agreement with 

Tim Le Haye
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The Bible speaks of:

• “Days” 
• “Weeks” 

• “Months” 

• “Years” 

• “Times”

Some basic ideas where there is even agreement with 

Tim Le Haye
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Day for a year – Numbers 14:34

“Say unto them, As truly as I live, saith the LORD, as 

ye have spoken in mine ears, so will I do to you:  Your 

carcases shall fall in this wilderness; and all that were 

numbered of you, according to your whole number, 

from twenty years old and upward, which have 

murmured against me…After the number of the days 
in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each 
day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even 
forty years, and ye shall know my breach of 

promise.”

Numbers 14:28-34
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Day for a year – Ezekiel 4:6

“Lie thou also upon thy left side, and lay the iniquity 

of the house of Israel upon it: according to the 

number of the days that thou shalt lie upon it thou 

shalt bear their iniquity.

For I have laid upon thee the years of their iniquity, 
according to the number of the days, three hundred 

and ninety days: so shalt thou bear the iniquity of the 

house of Israel….

Ezekiel 4:4-6
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Day for a year – Ezekiel 4:6

“And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on 

thy right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the 

house of Judah forty days: I have appointed thee 
each day for a year.”

Ezekiel 4:4-6



49

The Bible speaks of:

• “Days” = 1 year
• “Weeks” 

• “Months” 

• “Years” 

• “Times”

Some basic ideas where there is even agreement with 

Tim Le Haye
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The Bible speaks of:

• “Days” = 1 year
• “Weeks”        = 7 years
• “Months” 

• “Years” 

• “Times”

Some basic ideas where there is even agreement with 

Tim Le Haye
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Now knowing that a 
“week” is 7 years

let us look at Daniel 9
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Daniel's “70 Weeks” =  7 x 70

=  490 years

(Daniel 9:24-29)

Daniel 9:24  Seventy weeks are determined upon thy 

people and upon thy holy city, to finish the 

transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to 

make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 

everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision 

and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.

Nothing is spoken here of a “Gap” in this period, the 

“Rapture of the church,” or “Antichrist”  

We are looking for a 490 year period of time
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7 + 62 = 69 weeks = 483 years

Until Messiah

Daniel 9:25 “So you are to know and discern that 

from the issuing of a decree to restore and 
rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince 
there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it 

will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in 

times of distress.” New American Standard

The decree is to rebuild Jerusalem, NOT rebuild 

the temple.  Ezra had already rebuilt the temple.
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7 + 62 = 69 weeks

Daniel 9:26 “And after threescore and two weeks 

shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and 

the people of the prince that shall come shall 

destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end 

thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of 

the war desolations are determined.”

The trouble pours out after Messiah is “cut off,” 

that is after Jesus, the Messiah is killed.  

City is separate from the sanctuary.
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70th week

Daniel 9:27 “And he [Messiah] shall confirm the 

covenant with many for one week: and in the midst 
of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the 
oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of 

abominations he shall make it desolate, even until 

the consummation, and that determined shall be 

poured upon the desolate.”

“One week” is to confirm the covenant “with many”

2nd time “midst of the week” is mentioned.
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454 BC

30 AD

33 1/2 AD

36 AD

[483 years]
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The 70th week opens (30 AD)

Messiah’s ministry and preaching
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The 70th week “midst” (Friday April 3rd, 33)

Messiah “cut-off”; sacrifice and oblation cease “in the 

midst of the week” Daniel 9:24-26
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The 70th week – 3 ½ years following 

the crucifixion (Acts 1—Acts 9)

“he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week” 

Daniel 9:27 the Gospel continues exclusively to the Jews

We propose this ends 36 AD
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Bible chronology, fully supported by 

history takes us through the 70 weeks

With the conversion of Cornelius following the 70 weeks 

the Gospel now opens to the Gentiles after 36 AD
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Critics will say, “Not so fast, 
there is a BIG problem.

You should start the
70 weeks in 444 BC”
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Ptolemy's Canon 
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Ptolemy was trying to provide 
a coherent timeline for 

astronomy, he did not even 
know about the Bible
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How the “problem” occurs:

The chronology of  Babylon’s kings 

in “Ptolemy's Canon” gives 444 BC

Nehemiah 2:1  And it came to pass in the month 

Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, 

that wine was before him: and I took up the wine, and 

gave it unto the king. Now I had not been beforetime 

sad in his presence.

Neh 2:2  Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy 

countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick? this is 

nothing else but sorrow of heart. Then I was very sore 

afraid….
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Neh 2:3  “And said unto the king, Let the king live for 

ever: why should not my countenance be sad, when 

the city, the place of my fathers' sepulchres, lieth

waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with fire?

Neh 2:4  Then the king said unto me, For what dost 

thou make request? 

So I prayed to the God of heaven…
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Neh 2:5  And I said unto the king, If  it please the 

king, and if  thy servant have found favour in thy sight, 

that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city 

of my fathers' sepulchres, that I may build it.”

Ezra records that the temple was 

already rebuilt at this time.
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Ptolemy’s Canon
464 BC – 20 years = 444 BC
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History by Herodotus 
written 440-420 B.C. Book 7;20

20. During four full years from the 

conquest of Egypt he [Xerxes] was 
preparing the army and the things that 
were of service for the army, and in the 

course of the fifth year he began his 
campaign with a host of great multitude. 
For of all the armies of which we have 

knowledge this proved to be by far the 
greatest;… For what nation did Xerxes not 
lead out of Asia against Hellas?

The 5th year of Xerxes is 480 BC –

in agreement with Ptolemy.

Herodotus (484-425 BC)
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480 BC August is really important and 

well-marked in history –

Massive Persian army advance was 

stalled at Thermopylae “300 Spartans”

“Go tell the Spartans, stranger passing by, that here 

obedient to their laws we lie.” Epitaph by Simonides
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480 BC, September or October –

Persian fleet defeated at Salamis 

forcing retreat for most of  the army
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479 BC summer is really important 

and well-marked in history –

Persian army defeated at Platea
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Lauchlan Taylor’s essay 

(1762) made a compelling 

case for adjusting the 

beginning of the reign of 

Artaxerxes I in 474 BC.

Joseph Priestley highly 

commended it used it for 

adjusting his chronology. 

Joseph Priestley
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To complete the account of the 

Persian invasion and establish the 

dating for Artaxerxes, we need to 

read Thucydides, another Greek 

historian with a very different 

writing style.

Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War

Thucydides (460-395 BC)
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The Peloponnesian War (Thucydides 

460-395 BC) recounts the continued 

Greek-Persian fighting and political 

intrigue taking us to 474 BC  

Greek fighting

fallen Persian

Greek sea-fighting Deadly Persian Archers
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After having rewarded him [Themistocles] 

with a present of money, as soon as he 

received some from his friends at Athens 

and from his secret hoards at Argos, 

Themistocles started inland with one of 

the Coast-Persians, and sent a letter to 
King Artaxerxes, Xerxes' son, who had 
just come to the throne.

Thucydides in The Peloponnesian War 

Book1;137  on the treachery of  

Themistocles (474 BC)  

Thucydides
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There was a co-regency of 
Xerxes and his son.  Hence,
474 BC – 20 years = 454 BC

For dating Nehemiah 1
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The co-regency of Artaxerxes

was recognized in Roman times 

by Diodorus Siculus (Diodorus

of Sicily) known for writing the 

world’s first  universal history 

Bibliotheca Historica (60-30 BC)

Themistocles standing in silence

before Artaxerxes I (474 BC) 

Themistocles promised Artaxerxes that 

he would help conquer Greece. 

Thucydides (1.138.4)

Artaxerxes I

The Persian king who ordered 

Jerusalem rebuilt
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454 BC

30 AD

33 1/2 AD

36 AD

[483 years]
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Bible chronology, fully supported by 

history takes us through the 70 weeks

The Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles all harmonize 

with Daniel
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Some key thoughts for
Your consideration

• Ptolemy’s chronology linked to the 70 weeks of 

Daniel creates a gap – the “Seven Years of 

Tribulation” – developed in the “Left Behind” series

• Recognizing Artaxerxes I co-regency starts in 474 
BC harmonizes chronology and takes us logically 

through the 70 weeks, there is no gap
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Additionally…

• Historically, Protestants have broadly held the 

belief that the Roman Catholic system was the 

prophesied Antichrist

• The idea of a single individual Antichrist acting in 
seven years was promulgated by the Roman 

Catholic church to draw away criticism from 

themselves

• The “Left Behind” series continues this error
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“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD 
hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he 

hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty 
to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are 

bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD,
and the day of vengeance of our God; to 
comfort all that mourn” Isaiah 61:1-2

Our Lord Jesus announced 
the church’s mission
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Days do indeed matter in
Daniel and Revelation

May the Lord add His Blessings
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